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Italy’s cabinet crisis solved 


ROME, Mart*' 8 (Agencies) — An' agreement for the 
formation of a new government by Premier Guilio And- 
reotxi wag officially concluded here today. Mr. Andre- 
Wi ****“*8 to form a cabinet after 52 days without 
one, held a political summit today to reach an arrange- 
ment that would increase communist influence to the 
Jj a fi an government Jfc met with leaders ot five parties, 
. including the communists. The new cabinet will be Ita- 
ly's 36th since WorlcTWar n. 
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Arafat talks to Palestinians 
at a Moscow university 

MOSCOW, March 8 (R). — Yasser Arafat, head of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation, today addressed a me- 
eting of some 300 Palestinians at a Moscow university. 
A Palestinian spokesman said there were still no definite 
plans for Mr. Arafat, who arrived in Moscow on Monday, 
to meet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko or other top 
Soviet officials. Earlier a senior FLO official was quoted 
by the Soviet news agency TASS as saying Mr. Arafat’s 
visit to Moscow would help strengthen the “front of 
steadfastness and rejection”, formed to oppose Egypt's 
policy of direct negotiations with Israel. 
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flies home 



^ AMMAN, March 8 (Agencies). — President Kirchschlager of Austria flew home to- j; 
day after a fdur-day visit here during which he held political and economic talks 

■ Uit'-Maisicfn Ifinn II.m..: 


JfcStf with His Majesty King Hussein. 

“* t. ■ fVffipiolc Tnrrlan 


Officials said Jordan and Austria will at once take steps toward enlarging the 
h volume of their trade exchange. Jordan's imports from Austria amount to $9 million 


• : JR5 

'«• Bfe," a-year, and its exports $7 million. 
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confers with 
Prince Saud in Geneva 


Assad: Palestinian 



comes 
before Golan Heights 
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LS; DAMASCUS, March 8 (R). — 

3 “4 Syrian President . Hafez Assad 

-tanantri ^he ' establishment 

B of an independent Palestinian 
. f thorn eland was the top priority 
“SRIn the Middle ' East ■conflict. -. 
in a major policy, speech to 
v -'-’ te the People's Council" (parluune- 
^.■^cajint), he said that' Prilestituaji ri- 
■' l^Cghts were even moreimportant 
wet Js than the recovery of Syrian ter- 
ritory occupied by Israel in'tfie 
Tiip ai:1967 war. 

■: L L .‘ ‘t President ■: Assad said .Syria. 
j* u; would strongly restetirends to-' 
wards the surrender of . the. 
• <& Arab cause, build up its aoned 
rs; if forces and. increase cooperatS- 
Vas.'fc? n with the Soviet Union and 
'j-jlte alliesi 

... .v The Syrian leader was~speri- : 

4 ‘ r ".king after, being sworn in form 
1 ' “second seven-year term of of- : 

fice. He won 99.6 per cent of 




war Sadat, but made it clear 
he was still firmly opposed to 
the Egyptian leader’s peace in- 
itiative with Israel. 

On foreign policy. President 
Assad said: “We shall streng- 
then the ties of friendship and 
cooperation with the Soviet Un- 
ion and the rest of the social- 
ist states ...” 

He did not elaborate, but ob- 
servers noted that Soviet lea- 
ders pledged to increase finan- 
cial and military aid to Syria 
when President Assad visited 
Moscow last month. 

"Our armed forces have be- 
come a power to be greatly re- 
ckoned with.” he said. 

Syria’s ruling Baath Party 
last night attacked President 
Sadat’s peace initiative and 
called for Arab solidarity to 
face what it called the Arab 
votes In a referendum >ar nation’s most critical period, 
month ago.. r . ... Tbe party’s pan-Arab leade- 

President Assad told pariia- rship issued the statement on 
ment : “We shall continue- to- - thedve of the 15th anniversary 
assert that the rights , of the of the revolution which bro- 
Palestfnian peopleto their. tap- agfat the. Baath Party_to power 
ritoty and Iceland ocaipy the ' hi, S yria. 

[first place ... We affirm anew : Syrian. Algerian, and Pales- 
today that the right of the Pat-- tinian delegations meanwhile 
estlnian people come first' ahSl.V met to Damascus to discuss pra- 
our occupied land; to - the Gol- v ctical steps to unify their effor- 
a.i second.” . . . . ts to achieve a settlement in 

President' Assad made no di- the Middle East, official Syrian 
rect reference to President An- sources said. 


World News 


President Kirchschlager des- 
cribed his talks here as “ex- 
tremely friendly.” In an inter- 
view with the Jordan News Ag- 
ency, he said there had been 
“full and real frankness," add- 
ing that his contacts with King 
Hussein bad helped “build a 
bridge of common understand- 
ing;" 

Asked whether Austria was 
considering establishing an em- 
bassy in Amman, where it is 
now represented by a non-resi- 
dent ambassador, the Austrian 
president replied: 

“Sure, this question will be 
reconsidered again. I think the 
main thing in the relation bet- 
ween our two countries is not 
the existence of a resident am- 
bassador. it is the goodwill of 
two peoples and a common un- 
derstanding among the leading 
personalities in the govern- 
ment’s and their determination 
to. cooperate to the fullest ex- 
tent possible." 

President Kirchschlager said 
in reply to a question that the 
much sought after declaration 
of principles for Middle East 
peace would be useful only if 
they avoided ambiguity and set 
definite time limits for steps 
leading to a settlement 
Asked to comment about the 
fact that the Soviet Union has 
stayed out of the current nego- 
tiations between Egypt and Is- 
rael, he told JNA : “I am con- 
vinced that a peaceful settlem- 
ent without the United States 
or the Soviet Union will not be 
a lasting peace. It is impossible 
in the world of today to make 
arrangements of such an impo- 
rtance by excluding one or an- 
other power.” 

The president and Mrs. Kir- 
chschl&ger were seen off at 
Amman airport by the King. 
His Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, cabinet ministers and 
high ranking army and airforce 
officers. 


GENEVA, March 8 (R). — u& special envoy Alfred Albertan 
begun talks ot» the Middle East wftb Saudi Arabian Foreign ftHofe- 
ler Pitnee Saad A1 Faisal here tonight; a UJSr spokesman saML 
Mr. Atoertzn arrived front Israel eortter in the day foBowteg 
a -two-week MMfle East tour. 

" -Speaki ng to reporters in Td Aviv before boenBog a special 
UJS. plane, after Ms latest nmnd of sfantOa. ffiphnoocy, Mr. Ather- 
ton said to had managed to bring Egypt and Israel closer on a 
declaration of Middle East) peace prindptes. 

raft say that Pm leavfqg Um area absolutely empty handecL 
The differences stSl persist, bat I think we have dosed! the gap toj 
some extent; c on c ernin g the d ecla ration of prindptes*” the assist- 
ant secretory of state said. 

. Fean Geneva Me. Atherton wig fly to W a s fa fagto tt to hrijp pro- 
pare for toe visit there next we ek of Israeli Prime Minister Meua- 
■dnaf Begin and Foreign Mtofeter Mosbe Dayan. 


Begin wins 
endorsement 


Knesset 
for his 


view of Resolution 242 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, March 8 (R). — Prime Minister Menachem Begin 
stuck to his hardline view of the shape of a Middle East peace settlement 
today, despite being attacked in the Knesset. Former Foreign Minister Yigal 
A lion, a leader of the Labour opposition, said he saw grave dangers for 
Israel in Mr. Begin’s policies. 


Weizman meets U.S. 
military officials 


WASHINGTON, March 8 (AP). 
— Israeli Defence Minister Ezer 
Weizman went into day-long 
meetings with top U.S. military 
officials today to press for Is- 
rael’s reported $13.5 billion in 
requests for arms over the next 
nine years. 

Mr. Weizman received mili- 
tary honours in the snow in 
front of the Pentagon before 
joining Defence Secretary Ha- 
rold Brown for discussions on 
the long-range Israeli arms 
package first submitted last 
October. 

The proposal reportedly wo- 
uld increase U.S. military cre- 
dits to Israel from the current 
level of about $1 billion a year 
to $1.5 billion a year. 

It would give the Israelis a 
wide range of advanced weap- 
ons and, in their view, assure 
them military strength enough 
to secure them against combi- 


West Bank notables receive death threats 


Z <; ESI 

r fc*-' 
j.rtuW' 

ar.l ^OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, March 8 (R). — Several notables In the 
it ^'occupied West Barak have received letters from an unknown; guer- 
rilla organisation threatening to kill them if they cooperated with 
the Israeli authorities, Arid> sources raid here today. The letttn 
were sent from post offices inside the West Bank- 
er! $ 

Two killed in Beirut bomb blast 

.,.£f . , - • 

rjr^BEIRUT, March 8 (R). — Two people were killed and four wotmd- 
. v^ed when a grenade exploded In predominantly Moslem west Beirut 
-jl ^last night police sources saU'They corrected their initial reports 
^‘“that four people bad been kffled. - 

4; . . ■ 

>■ * . West Bank delegation in Algeria 

ALGIERS, March 8 (R). — Algerian President Houart Botnnedienne 
yesterday received a delegation from toe occupied West Bank, led 



fay toe Mayor of RamaBah, Karim Khalef, the Algeria Presse Ser- 
vice news agency reported. 

PLO to open office in Addis Ababa 

NAIROBI, March 8 (R). — The Palestine Liberation Organisation, 
is to open an office in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia Radio monitored 
here said! today. The decision follows a five-day visit to Ethiopia 
by a high level PLO delegation at the request of the ruling provi- 
sional military administrative council or Dergue, the radio said. 

• 

Nimeiri planning Arab summit in Khartoum 

BEIRUT, March 8 (R). — Sudan's President Jaafar Nimeiri said in 
an interview here today he was trying to convene an Arab summit 
faz Khartoum aimed at re-establishing Arab solidarity. He told the 
weekly magazine As Sayyad that he wanted both Syrian President 
Hafez Assad and President Anwar Sadat of Egypt to attend the 
summit. 


ned Arab armies and air forces. 

The Pentagon arranged a se- 
ries of conferences for Mr. We- 
izman and his top aides, inclu- 
ding meetings with the joint 
chiefs of staff and a working 
dinner tonight while Israel's re- 
quests were being -examined 
line by line at the sessions. 

No decisions, if any, were ex- 
pected to be announced after 
the meetings. 

Mr. Weizman, the winner to 
an Israeli cabinet dispute over 
settlements In occupied territo- 
ry and a former air force chief, 
brought with him a shopping 
list stretching from tanks, mo- 
bile artillery and ammunition to 
hydrofoils for Israel’s navy. 

The weapons are all part of 
a blueprint for overhauling Is- 
rael's armed forces for the next 
decade. 

The defence minister opened 
his four-day visit Tuesday on a 
conciliatory note, announcing 
that work on the Israeli settle- 
ments in occupied territories 
would be halted. 

The “standstill," as Mr. 
Weizman called it, will last at 
least through the visit here 
next week of Israeli Prime Mi- 
nister Menachem Begin. 


At issue was how to inter- 
pret United Nations Resolution 
242, widely seen as a basis for 
a Middle East settlement. Mr. 
Begin insists on interpreting 
the resolution in a manner whi- 
ch would allow Israel to retain 
military control of the West 
Bank of the River Jordan. 

The opposing interpretations 
of Resolution 242 are building 
up as perhaps the biggest sto- 
gie source of friction Mr. Begin 
will encounter in meetings next 
week with President Carter in 
Washington. 

Mr. Begfn's view, rejecting 
any withdrawal by Israel from 
the West Bank, was endorsed 
by a 51 to 31 vote today in the 
Knesset which voted down an 
opposing Labour party motion. 

The United States subscribes 
to the more general internatio- 
nal view that the resolution's 
call for Israeli withdrawal ap- 
plies to all Arab areas occupi- 
ed in the 1967 war. 

Framed five months after the 
war ended. Resolution 242 ur- 
ged Israeli withdrawal “from 
territories captured In the re- 
cent conflict.” 

Because the English draft of 
the resolution did not say "all 
the territories” or even “the 
territories.” Mr. Begin argues 
that the resolution means in 
fact “some of the territories". 
And the West Bank* he implies, 
is not among them. 

The Israeli leader told the 
Knesset today : “The Israeli go- 
vernment has accepted Resolu- 
tion 242 and stands by this 
acceptance. We have not chan- 
ged our position and will not 
do so in the future. We have 
established that there is no 
contradiction between the reso- 
lution and our peace plan, in- 
cluding our positions concern- 
ing Judea and Samaria (the 
West Bank) and the Gaza dis- 
trict.” 


Allon protests 

Mr. Allon said: “The at- 
tempt of the Begin governme- 
nt to determine that this re- 
solution does not apply to the 
Jordanian front is peculiar and 
worrying. The hard-line posi- 
tions of the government, which 
excludes the possibility of fo- 
reign sovereignty and rule ov- 
er the West Bank, bear grave 
dangers to Israel. 

"The world will not agree 
with Israeli rule over 1,100,000 
Palestinian Arabs in the occ- 
upied territories.” Mr. Allon 
said. 

Gush Emunhn scoffs; at 
ban on settlement 

Members of the ultra-nati- 
onalistic Gush Emunim move- 
ment demonstrated outside Mr. 
Begin’s office in protest at the 
decision to freeze new Jewish 
settlement in the occupied Ar- 
ab territories. 

Knesset member Geula Co- 
hen, a rightwing member of 
Mr. Begin's Hemt party, sco- 
ffed at the idea of suspending 
settlement activities until after 
Mr. Begin's U.S. visit. “Settleme- 
nt in Israel began over 80 ye- 
ars ago and it will go on after 
Begin's visit to Washington," 
Mrs. Cohen said. “There are 
some things you cannot stop 
even for one minute -- if you 
stop for one minute you’re de- 
ad. To settle is for us like br- 
eathing.” 

Mr. Begin has admitted in 
recent weeks that there were 
"disagreements" about the set- 
tlement issue within the cab- 
inet, but he pledged to “set 
things straight" on his return 
from Washington. 

Mr. Begin was reported to 
have met Likud number-two, 
Finance Miniser Simcha Ehr- 
lich, who heads the Liberal fa- 


ction backing Defence Minister 
Ezer Weizman on the settle- 
ments question. They discuss- 
ed concrete steps to be taken 
to ensure better harmony wi- 
thin the government, sources 
said. 

But while Mr. Begin was fo- 
rced to give in temporarily on 
the question of new settlem- 
ents, he has obtained almost 
unanimous support within the 
Likud bloc on a fundamental 
point, his interpretation of Un- 
ited Nations Resolution 242. 

The Likud Knesset faction 
voted support for Mr. Begin’s 
policy. The Likud vote was 28 
against two. 

Weizman softens his tone 


Mr. Weizman today attempt- 
ed to paper over a split in the 
Israeli cabinet over the found- 
ing of new settlements in the 
occupied territories, hut the is- 
sue has merely been put to 
abeyance. 

In a communique released 
in Jerusalem, Mr. Weizman 
expressed regret that an "ex- 
change of views on such a de- 
licate triDic had been publish- 
ed in the press out of context, 
and partially distorted”. 

He was referring to reports 
that he had threatened to re- 
sign if new settlements were 
allowed to go ahead desoite his 
explicit order, issued before his 
departure for talks in the U.S. 
that all work be halted. 

- After speaking to Prime Mi- 
nister Menachem Begin by te- 
lephone. Mr. Weizman yester- 
day confirmed a “total stop" 
on all settlements for the next 
two to three weeks, until Mr. 
Begin completed his forthcom- 
ing visit to the United States. 

Thus, the issue has not been 
definitely resolved and its po- 
litical ramifications are only 
beginning to surface. 


Anti-Arafat leader wounded in ambush 


BEIRUT, Lebanon March 8 
(Agencies) — Informed sources 
said today a dissident comma- 
ndo, Abu Sayed, accused of tr- 
ying to overthrow Palestinian 
guerrilla leader Yasser Arafat 
was wounded in a machinegun 
and grenade ambush in easte- 
rn Lebanon. 

A Syrian soldier from an 
Arab league peace-keeping ar- 
my was also wounded in the 
ambush on a snow-covered str- 
etch of the Beirut -Damascus hi- 


ghway Tuesday night, the sour- 
ces added. 

Abu Sayed is the code name 
of Goi. Ali Salem 
Ahmad. He has issu- 
ed statements In the name of a 
dissident group of Fateh, the 
main commando movement, cri- 
tical of commando chief Yasser 
Arafat. 

Palestinian sources said they 
had no information on the am- 
bush. 

Newspapers said the uniden- 


tified assailants fired from an- 
other car. Abu Sayed’s followe- 
rs accused Mr. Arafat's secret 
service of staging the ambush 
and vowed revenge within 24 
hours. 

Informants said rival guerril- 
la factions put their forces on 
alert in Lebanon’s eastern pro- 
vince of Beqa'. One report said 
squads from Abu Sayed's fac- 
tion sped to Beirut in jeeps. 

Abu Sayed declared his br- 
eakaway movement which he 
called "A1 Fateh Corrective Mo- 


vement" after escaping from a 
guerrilla jail in Beirut to hi- 
jack a Kuwaiti airliner in a 44- 
hour drama last July that en- 
ded when he surrendered to Sy- 
rian authorties in Damascus. 

The rightist “Voice of Leban- 
on” radio station said the he- 
ad of Mr. Arafat’s A1 Fateh se- 
cret service, Abu Hoi, persona- 
lly staged the ambush then sp- 
ed to Beirut. Abu Hoi has rep- 
ortedly received several threats 
of assassination from Abu Say- 
ed. 
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St. John Ophthalmic Hospital is in dire straits 

Financial problems may force renowned eye 

in Jerusalem to close its doors this year 



^ '.BIT -tan Kallas 

Specfei to the Jbrdan Times 


AMMAN, March 8. — A reno- 
wned hospital in Jerusalem wiH 
have to close at the end of this 
„ year unless Arab governments 
can be persuaded to save it 
tfrom bankruptcy. 

•£1*. The St John Ophthalmic Ho- . 
' ^.spital in Jerusalem needs . to 
;,*2»l5e a capital sum of £5 railli- 
; f^ondf-it is to have a viable fu- 
rtf .ttire, chief fund-raiser Sir Ga- 
' p .wafa Bell told the Jordan Times 
.p^today. 

The 100-year-old hospital de- 
" a& with 35,000 patients, and 
undertakes over 5,000 major op* 
ittans every yew. Hi 4s enti- 
_ staged arid run by Arabs 
Jor the benefit of Arab patients, 
h -a trainmg JtospitaLand is 
■.y?pmed;fbr; fts research -in the 
-^.fiekr 1 eye medicine'.-- arid 
r (to; pa* .'mlar trachoma. _ 

toe. famous hospital Is . 
desoerate financial- situa- 
^ It has suffered m perti- 
cedar from the ferocious rate 
■ w Inflation in Israel. Iri 1976 
run ning costs we re -£$60,000; - 


tins year they are expected to 
be £570,000, The hospital has 
run through all its capital rese- 
rves and has been existing on 
1 ad hoc contributions for the 
.past few years. 

The hospital was established 
by the OMer of St. Jobs, and 
unto about ten years ago was 
supported almost entirely by 
voluntary contributions from 
the British-based international 
charity. St John’s however is 
no- longer able to support the 
hospital and the onus for do- 
ing so now .rests with the Ara- 
bs themselves. Sir Gawain said. 


The Knights of -St Jobn 


Sir Gawain Bell is not actu- 
ally -i.a s bis name might su- 
ggest -- one of King Arthur’s 
knights, but he is a Knight of 
the Older- of St John. 

The order has a fairly long 
co n nec ti on' with Jerusalem. It 


first went there with the cru- 
sades, and after establishing 
itself by force of arms, set up 
charitable institutions in the 
holy city, with special empha- 
sis on care for the sick. 

The knights were eventually 
pushed out of Jerusalem by the 
resurgent Islamic armies and 
retreated by degrees to Malta. 
There they enjoyed a fairly qu- 
iet life until Napoleon paid a 
visit to the .island on his way 
to Egypt The knights found 
themselves dispersed ali over 
Europe and remained that way 
until Queen Victoria resuscita- 
ted the order at the end of the 
19th Century. 

Since then the knights have 
specialised in first aid and now, 
of course run Britain’s famous 
St- John’s Ambulance Service, 
which is funded entirely by vo- 
luntary contributions. But the 
order also found its 

. way back to Jeru- 

salem. This time the Knights 
Templar - - the warrior arm of 
the order - - were not invited al-- 
ong. But -although it had given 
UP the fight against Islam, the 



An Arab mother does not hide her happiness on learning that her 
daughter win have the sight in her left eye restored by surgeons 
at St John’s. 


order did not forget its ancient 
responsibility towards the sick. 
Which is why nearly a hundred 
years ago, the knights founded 


the St John Ophthalmic Hos- 
pital in Jerusalem. 

At or.? time the hospital was 
serving : 'eople from all over 


the Arab World, such was its 
reputation. With the rapid im- 
provement of Arab medical fa- 
cilities in the oil-producing sta- 
tes and the occupation of Jeru- 
salem by Israel, that has cea- 
sed to be the case, but the hos- 
pital still serves a large num- 
ber of Palestinians, many of 
them poor, who appreciate the 
feet that the hospital remains 
In Arab hands. 

Sir Gawain Bell has been ap- 
pointed by the Grand Prior of 
the Order as its special repre- 
sentative and is charged with 
trying to raise the money that 
is required to keep the hospital 
alive. He himself has long co- 
nnections with this part of the 
world. He spent three years 
living in tents and riding cam- 
els helping to administer the 
Beersbeba district of Palestine 
from 1938. Then, as an officer 
in the Arab Legion during Wo- 
rld War Two, he raised and co- 
mmanded the Third Mechanised, 
now the Princess Basina. Regi- 
ment Since then Sir Gawain 
has served in the political ser- 
vice in Sudan, and in Kuwait 


as Britain’s Political Agent He 
has been the Governor of No- 
rthern Nigeria and special ad- 
viser to the Sultan of Oman. 
He has helped to draft constitu- 
tions and mediate in oil demarc- 
ation disputes in the Middle 
East 


Appeal to Arab beads 
of state 

Now he is back in Jordan 
again, to see his fellow Kni- 
ght of the Order of St John, 
His Majesty King Hussein. The 
King has always taken a close 
personal interest in the hospi- 
tal and Jordan is the only co- 
untry which has provided re- 
gular annual contributions to it 
Sir Gawain said. Ins- 
tead, approaches will 
be made directly to Arab 
Hussein’s advice about how to 
raise the money which the ho- 
spital needs. 

“You can’t do fund raising 
for this cause in the way that 
you would do it to Britain 
with women’s coffee mornings 


and tin-rattling in the streets,” 
Sir Gawain said. Approaches 
will be made directly to Arab 
heads of state to get them to 
back the hospital with gove- 
rnment funds. The Arab may- 
ors of the West Bank have 
raised considerable sums for 
the hospital in the past. But 
financing can no longer be done 
on an ad hoc basis. The £5 mil- 
lion which the order hopes to 
raise would be invested to pro- 
vide a regular income for the 
hospital. Sir Gawain spoke of 
investing the money in a"waqf *. 
a religious endowment, in the 
Arab World -- maybe in a ho- 
using bank. 

The fact that the hospital 
is run by a Christian mission 
does not always make fund ra- 
ising easy. But as Sir Gawain 
said; "The crusades are a lo- 
ng way away," and what has 
perhaps become important is 
that the hospital represents 
“an Arab service provided for 
Arabs. It is an Arab enclave to 
Jerusalem and it would surely 
be a pity to lose that to the 
Israelis." 
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Silence is golden 

In the occupied West Bank, two new Israeli 
settlements are being established, to be named Beit 
HI and Nabi Saleh. 

In Tel Aviv, the Israeli defence minister and 
finance minister threaten to resign if the settlements 
are established while the Israeli Prime Minister holds 
t alks in Washington next week. 

Also in Tel Aviv, the settler-heavy Gush Emunim 
group says it will continue trying to set up new 
settlements in the West Bank, and will ask for the 
resignation of government ministers opposed to their 
plans. 

In Washington, the Israeli Defence Minister, Ezer 
Weizman, starts talks with American officials about 
a ten-year Israeli defence programme that is to 
require some $14 billion in American military sales 
credit 

In several Middle East capitals, the shuttling 
American peace-maker, Mr. Alfred Atherton, packs 
his bags and heads back to Washington saying that 
his efforts have been useful in getting closer to a 
declaration of principles for a comprehensive Middle 
East peace. 

In Israel, Premier Begin and Foreign Minister 
Moshe Dayan say that U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242 does not require an Israeli withdrawal from 
the West Bank. 

In Washington, a U.S. State Department spokes- 
man says the U.S. and Israel have different 
interpretations of Resolution 242. 

In Moscow, a PLO delegation winds up talks 
there that have been preceded by similar visits of 
the four other anti-Sadat Arab states, Syria, Libya, 
Algeria and Southern Yemen. . 

In Tel Aviv, Israeli Premier Begin prepares for 
his talks in Washington next week which will focus 
heavily on his refusal to leave the West Bank and 
his insistence cm creating settlements in Sinai. 

About all of which, we say, there’s never a dull 
moment in the Middle East. Nothing else we can say 
could possibly make sense of the above, so we won’t 
say anything at all. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 


In their editorials Wednesday the Jordanian newspapers ech- 
oed His Majesty King Hussein's pessimistic views on the Middle 
East crisis. 

AL RAT said the King, in a press conference attended by 
the journalists accompanying the Austrian president, clearly 
and openly epitomised the Middle East situation, pointing out 
two roads in the Arab-Israeli conflict, safety and disaster-Safety 
if a just peace was achieved; Disaster if Israel continued to ad- 
here to its hard-line position. 

The King, the newspaper adds, went beyond this regional 
clarification when he suggested that the Soviet Union should 
participate in solving the dispute, including the Palestine issue. 
If real peace was to prevail in the region. 

In short, the monarch's call, aimed- at polarising Arab and 
international effort for reaching a comprehensive solution in 
which all parties concerned have to take part, AL RAT said. 

In short also, the newspaper adds, the King has uncovered 
Israel's deception, fraud and constant strategem in absorbing 
any efforts being made to settle the region's crisis. 

In this context we may say that the already exerted efforts 
for unilateral negotiation (between Egypt and Israel) are hope- 
lessly unpromising, because Israel utilises these efforts, in one 
form or other, to fulfill its expansionist and settlement objec- 
tices at the expence of Arab lands and Arab rights. 

AL DUSTOUR underlines King Hussein’s call on the United 
States and the world to reconsider their attitude towards Is- 
rael, because, in the words of the King. “Israel which until now 
has not only offered nothing in the way of peace, is also laying 
obstacles to the peace efforts.” 

At the same time. A! Dustour adds, the Shah of Iran, in 
an interview with the Washington Post newspaper, declared 
that tiie only way to produce a change in Israel’s obstinate st- 
ance, is for the United States to pressure Israel. The Shah also 
voiced his support to imposition of an international ban In all 
fields against Israel, similar to the United Nations ban against 
Rhodesia and South Africa. 


Longman Penguin Arab World Centre 

invite you to an 

Exhibition of University Books 

at the University of Jordan Library 

from Sunday, March 5, at 4:00 p.m. and daily 
through March S. from 10:00 am. to 5:00 p.m. 

Books on display include the following subjects : 
Agriculture , Commerce, Economics , Engineering, 
Education, English , Language and Literature, 
Geography -and History, Sciences and Medicine . 

AH books available from Amman Bookshop, New 

Insurance Building, Jabal Amman, Third Circle. 


Semi-arid lands can be made 
productive for agriculture 


By Lee S. Tesdeil 
Photos by Dave Osborne 
Special to the Jordan Times 

The 1976-1980 Five Year 
Plan for Jordan states that 
84.6 million dunums or 91.4 
per cent of the East Bank is 
desert. The criteria of categori- 
sation is of course rainfall. 
The area receives less t h3n 
200 mm. of rain a year. Altho- 
ugh this large amount of land 
area in Jordan is often written 
off as unfit for agriculture, ex- 
cept for grazing, it can be pro- 
ductive land if water resources 
are properly managed. 

To see for ourselves, the 
Jordan Times went recently to 
the area northeast of Mafraq 
near the Syrian border. 

Two types of water utilisa- 
tion projects were visited. 
First, the microcatchment sys- 
tem used to raise olive trees, 
and second, run-off farming 
also primarily intended to make 
the raising of tree crops possi- 
ble. The basic point of both 
the systems is to store suffi- 
cient moisture in the ground 
by catching in some way run- 
off water, to support the tree 
during the dry months. 

The population of the area 
visited is about 40,000 settled 
Bedouin people living in small 
villages. One out of five heads 
of household, however, is emp- 
loyed in the Jordanian army, 
so that there is a considerable 
non-agricuitural income. 

The soil type is generally 
“loess’', defined as an un stra- 
tified deposit of yellowish- 
brown loam. One of ks charac- 
teristics, which has importance 
for agriculture, is that after 
rain it forms a hard crust. It 
is also quite fertile. The main 
drawback to its use for fann- 
ing is, of course, the lack of 
abundant water. 

The area, which receives 
between 100 and 250 mm. of 
rain annually, is known as a 
semi-arid zone, the transition 
between desert and steppe. 

A scheme, therefore, which 
is practical for the small far- 
mer, efficient in its capture of 
rain water, and easily main- 
tained is of great use to agri- 
culture in the region. The mic- 
rocatchment system is one such 
method. 


Poorer families 

Dave Osborne of the Amman 
office of the Mennonite Central 
Committee, explained to the 
Jordan Times that they tried 
to get one or two of the micro- 
catchment projects going with 
poorer families in the 40 odd 
villages where they provide aid. 


The project itself is a four 
party effort involving the Men- 
nonite Central Committee, the 
Mutsarraf of Mafraq District, 
the Mafraq Directorate of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Department of Social Affairs. 

A total of 1,500 olive tree 
seedlings of the Nabali variety 
have been planted in this win- 
ters planting season using the 
microcatchment system, 

A total of 6,000 trees how- 
ever, were distributed. Those 
not used for the microcatch- 
ment system were sold a sub- 
sidised rate. 

A second area of operation 
of the project is the Ma'an Dis- 
trict where the emphasis is on 
utilising terraced hillsides for 
the olives and combining that 
with fence building as protec- 
tion for the trees. About 4,000 
trees were involved in the 
Ma’an District project. 

One historically fascinating 
aspect of the reclamation of 
agricultural land is the use of 
ancient water systems. Both 
the Nabatean and Roman civil- 
isations were highly skilled in 
the art of semi-arid land agri- 
culture- 

Today, ancient water reser- 
voirs, such as the one at the 
village of Umm Al Jama! have 
been restored and are function- 
ing. More directly connected 
with the current projects to 
plant olives in semi-arid areas, 
are the terracing systems 
which can still be seen in the 
area of Umm A1 Jamal and also 
in the south of Jordan. The 
principle of ancient farming 
methods was utilisation of run- 
off water. It may be possible 
therefore, to simply rebuild 
terraces and dykes for modern 
dav use. 

The Jordan Times visited a 
microcatchment project site at 
the village of Al Ba'ij. The an- 
cient Roman road leading from 
south of Umm Al Jamal to Bosra 
in present day Syria passes 
just to the west of Al Ba’ij. 
The family who were partici- 
pating in the project had pre- 
pared about 25 dyke-surround- 
ed basins of 50 sq. metres 
each. 

Small ditches had been dug 
so that excess from one basin 
would run into the next basin. 
At one comer of each basin 
the family had dug a one sq. 
metre depression with a deep 
hole at the centre for the tree 
itself. Evidence of the last 
heayy. rainfall could be seen 
from tite water marks on the 
low ride of the outride dyke. 

Although there was now no 
water in the holes, residents 
said that water had stayed in 
them for a long time after the 
last raidfall. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Art Exhibit 

Continuing today, and on display till Sunday, an exhibition of 
North Korean Art is showing at the Palace of Culture. Hussein 
Youth Gty. The variety of works include portraits in silk thread, 
photographs, various handicrafts and books and stamps. 


The British Council is presenting the second showing tonight 
at 6:30, of the film entitled “A11 Creatures Great and Small.” Free 
entry with reservation. 

Children’s Theatre 

The Haya Arts Centro Is presenting a play, based on the Arab 
folklore figure of Joha, every day at 4:00, tunning through next 
Friday. The play, entitled “Joha and His Donkey" is in Arabic, and 
should be enjoyed by children and adults alike. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Volvo 264. July 1976. Customs duty unpaid. 
Automatic transmission, air conditioned. 25,000 kms. 

Price JD 2 , 600 . TeL 21593-65876. 


POSITION REQUIRED IN AQABA 

Mature woman seeking full time employment 
■in secretarial / accounting / commercial Field. 
Eight years working experience in other Arab 
countries. Husband on two years contract in 
Jordan. Replies to : 

P.O. Box 6710 
Manager's office. 


NEW ARABIC COURSES 

The YWCA Vocational Training Centre an- 
nounces the opening of new Arabic courses for 
advanced and beginner students. 

Classes will be held on Mondays and Thurs- 
days at 4:00 - 5:30 p.m. for beginners, and on 
Saturdays and Tuesdays at same time, for 
advanced students. 

Registration begins now, till March 15th. 

If interested, please get in touch with YWCA, 

Jabal Amman, Third Circle. (TeL 41793). 


Ac another microcatchment 
site there was considerable 
water remaining in several of 
the olive tree basins. The se- 
cond participating family, al- 
though the man of the house 
was completely blind, was able 
to ready ihe 25 tree scheme in 
time for the winter rains, and 
to see the fruits of their lab- 
ours already. 

It is estimated that an olive 
tree brings about JD 5-6 per 
annum in revenue to the fann- 
er in the area northeast of 
Mafraq. This level is reached 
after the tree is four to five 
years old. which means, as the 
seedlings are two years old 
when planted, that they must 
grow for at least two more 
years without bringing any in- 
come to the farmer. 

''When producing, a dunum 
of olive trees is more profitable 
than raising grain”, Mr. Os- 
borne told the Jordan Times. 

To understand the need for 
improvement of agricultural 
production and thereby income, 
in the northeast Mafraq area 
a simple statistic illustrates 
the point. 


Short female lifespan 

In this area the life span 
of the women is 14 years below 
the national average for Jor- 
dan, the reason being that the 
women do much of the agri- 
cultural work while the men 
ore becoming more mobile, 
working in the army or other 
city jobs. 

Simple, efficient and straight- 
forward agricultural improve- 
ments such as utilising run-off 
water, are a part of answer. 

One of the mast enthusias- 
tic fanners in the area is 
Sheikh Saroor Rakaan in Raw- 
det Umm Al Jamal. His farm 
is located on the road to Umm 
Al Jamal from the Baghdad 
highway, and his well advanc- 
ed olive trees are in static con- 
trast to the surrounding drab 
appearance of the fields. Al- 
though some of the farmers, 
like Sheikh Saroor, obviously 
put extra water on their trees, 
the run-off utilisation and mic- 
rocatchment systems should be 
sufficient for raising extensive 
olive orchards. 

Although farmers often try 


to raise wheat and barley in 
a wet year, those crops in the 
long run are less economic 
and harder on the soil than 
olives. 

The run-off utilisation pro- 
jects which the Jordan Times 
visited were being used both 
for the cultivation of grains 
and trees. We saw one, just' 
to the south of the Baghdad 
highway about 50 kms east of 
Mafraq which was holding a 
considerable amount of water; 
a ditch had been dug from the 
channel of a wadi nearby and 
a dam had been constructed 
nearby to store the water 
which collected. The aim of 
this approach, as Mr. Osborne 
explained is to throw up an 
earthen dam where a maximum 
of 50 cm. of water can collect. 
The engineer therefore must 
calculate the elevations of en- 
trance and exit to the storage 
pond, usually in the range of 
10 dunums, so that neither 
much less nor much more than 
50 cm. of water will collect. 

Not every seemingly suitable 
site has the necessary eleva- 
tions to make this scheme 
work. 

One site of 8.5 dunums we 
saw was accomodating olives 
and other trees, another had 
been planted to wheat. Still, 
the microcatchment system is 
more efficient in its use of 
water and is less expensive 
as the run-off system requires 
the hiring of a bulldozer. 

In the summer of 1977 about 
30 projects, either dams or 
dykes, were completed in 30 
villages in the area. 

The rapid development of all 
kinds of agricultural produc- 
tion in Jordan is a major neces- 
sity for the near future. Cer- 
tainly, there is a precedent to 
producing large quantities of 
food in the semi-arid areas of 
Jordan; an earlier Arab civil- 
isation, the success of the 
Nabateans is an example. 

Today there are great advan- 
ces in agriculture in Jordan, 
although very little in the 
utilisation of run-off water. 
Perhaps the model for what 
can be done is the blind man 
and his young children of 
Zumlet Al ’Afan who, despite 
his handicap, accomplished the 
building of a 25 tree micro- 
catchment system on his land 
east of Mafraq. 


■ as* 


The children of a blind man who successfully completed a 25-tree 
microcatchment project. (Photo by Dave Osborne) 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Fully equiped, three bedrooms, two sitting 
rooms, one dining room, centrally heated — 
can be used as an office — located on the main 
road. Fifth Circle on Jabal Amman. 

Contact teL 36302 from 9:00 - 2:00 am. 


KHALAF GUEST HOUSE 


Monthly rented rooms, furnished CJrL, 
kitchen available. Reasonable prices. 

For more information, please phone 42434. 
Location : Jabal Amman, near City Hotel. 




The Arab Women's Organisation in Jordan ad- 
dresses an appeal to the World public opinion on the 
occasion of International Women's Day which has 
become the symbol of solidarity of women in the 
whole world in their common struggle for equality, 
better living, gaining of political, economic and so- 
cial rights and the protection of motherhood and 
childhood. This day has also become a stimulant to 
all women to struggle against all forms of oppres- 
sion, exploitation and aggression for national indepen- 
dence, democracy, progress and world peace. 

Women in Jordan consider the continuation of the 
Israeli occupation of the Arab territories since 1967 
aggression as forming real danger to the world peace 
because of the threat of a new break out of fighting 
that will lead into destruction and misery to millions. 
In violation of U.N. resolutions., the Israeli authorities 
are still refusing to withdraw from the occupied ter- 
ritories and cany on criminal practices against 
women, children and eiders against all international 
resolutions and conventions. 

In their desperate attempt to suppress resistence 
in the occupied territories, the Israeli forces are 
following all forms and means of suppression includ- 
ing mass arrest, prison torture, financial penalties, 
collective punishment on whole towns and villages, 
violation of holy places, deportation, house-under- 
mining, land confiscation to build up military settle- 
ments, racial discrimination against Arab citizens 
and -illegal confiscations of their lands in Upper 
Galilee to turn them into military fortifications. 

Due to the criminal and inhuman treatment of 
prisoners and detainees amongst whom are dozens of 
women, they declared, several times hunger strikes 
to demand the stop of torturing and ensure treatment 
for those who fall sick. 

On this day of solidarity, we address women or- 
ganisations to express their support to the just strug- 
gle of our women in the Arab occupied territories 
and to demand the immediate release of the prison- 
ers. We call upon all liberty and peace-loving forces 
to undertake an effective role to stop the real threat 
in this area that endangers world peace by demand- 
ing the termination of aggression and occupation. 

We call upon the U.N. Secretary General to de- 
mand and work for the withdrawal of the Israeli 
forces from all the Arab occupied territories and the 
immediate release of all prisoners and detainees and 
to stop all acts of aggression on the villages in south- 
ern Lebanon. There should be a just settlement that 
includes the withdrawal of the Israeli forces from all 
occupied Arab territories and insures the legal rights 
of the Arab Palestinian people. 

For Arab Women’s Organisation of Jordan 
Emily Naffa 
General Secretary/ 


PERSPECTIVE 

Women’s Magazine of Jordan 
ask for it in your favourite Bookshop 

NOW 


INVITATION TENDER 

DIRECTORATE 0¥ PUBLIC SECURITY 
HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

The Directorate of Public Security an- 
nounces an International tender for the 
supply and installation of ma chin es, equip- 
ment and instruments necessary for the 
Vocational and Industrial modules of the 
new Correctional Centre being constructed 
in Swaqa, Jordan. 

The tender further calls for a (I) year 
period of maintenance as well as training 
of the supervisors of the various modules. 
Furthermore, the condition of tender call 
for a minimum of (3) years term finance. 

The tender can be acquired for the 
non-refundable sum of JD 150. 

Tenderers may. learn further details 
before acquiring the tender at the office 
of The Secretary of the Tender board. 

Tenders are to be submitted in sealed 
envelopes before 10:30 a-m. of Sunday 
dated June 7, 1978. 

The tender must contain a bank guar- 
antee equal to three per cent of the 
tender value. 
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1 National News Roundup 


E Hhsseio congratulates President Assad 

; Marcb- S (iNA) : — His Majesty King Hussein 
it a caHeoTcbiigratidation^ and good wishes to 
jjian tTKident Hafot Assad on" the occasion of the 
Ah I ahmreJsaiy pttteijaath party assumption of power 

Jr* Sharif JFawaz opens exhibition 

w'tMAN; March .8 ^ Mtoister of Culture and 
■ kth, Sharif FawaZ^baraf today . opened the North Ro- 
ll Mn cultural exhibition ' which, the Korean embassy is 
y sling ■ in /a>i^>er^orr : ^it3l ■ the Jordanian Culture and 
• \|DepartmenC 

West Bank mayor will go on trial 

k ie^MAN, March S (JNA)f — The Israeli authorities are 
sting on the trial tomorrow of the Mayor of the occu- 
lt , 3 West Bank town oT Beit Jala, Mr. Bishara Daoud 
0 . 7 ^ three municipal council members, despite letters of 
, put by mayors aind municipal councils of the 
'tost Bank denouncing the trial, reports from the occu- 
territory said today. The Israelis allege that the 
B '*tyor-and the three council members had insulted an 
ncn iif velz soldier: . . 


Franco-Jordanian tax talks concluded 

AMMAN, March 8 (JNA). — Franco-Jordanian talks on 
ways of avoiding double taxation were concluded here 
today. A final session will be held tomorrow Thursday 
to draft an agreement to be referred to the French and 
Jordanian governments for ratification. 

Cultural relations with USSR, Korea reviewed 

AMMAN, March 8 (JNA). — The Minister of Culture and 
Youth Sharif Fawaz Sharaf received today the ambassa- 
dors of North Korea and the Soviet Union. During the 
meetings, they discussed cultural relations between Jor- 
dan and the two countries. 

Jordan active in teacher training discussions 

BEIRUT, March 8 (JNA). — Jordan is currently partici- 
pating in a conference for directors of certification of 
in-service teachers training institutes in the Arab world. 
Dr. Ahm ad Khatib who represents Jordan at the meet- 
ing4 held in Beirut said that participants are discussing a 
number of educational subjects including modem me- 
thods employed in the training of teachers. He told the 
Jordan News Agency that his delegation presented the 
only working paper on the subject of teachers training 
and it is being taken up for discussion. Attending the con- 
ference are representatives of Arab states as well as 
UNESCO and UNICEF. 
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AMMAN, March 8 (JNA). - 
His Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan today visited the 
Municipality of Amman and 
met with the Mayor of Am- 
man, Mr. Ma'n Abu Nowar, 
the Austrian Minister of 
Commerce and Industry and 
his accompanying delegation. 
The Jordanian Minister of 
Industry and Commerce, the 
minister of agriculture and 
senior officials of the Muni- 
cipality attended the meeting. 

The Mayor said that the 
participants discussed futu- 
re projects of the mxmkdpa- 
Bty which wiH be imptenun- 
ted within die next few 
years in addition to A us t ria n 
financial backing for some 
of those projects. 


Cooperation 

agreement 

with 

Australia 

approved 


AMMAN, March 8 (JNA). — 
The Cabinet today approved an 
agreement on cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and Australia du- 
ring a session chaired by Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran. It also 
decided to form a delegation 
headed by the Labour minister 
to review and programme bila- 
teral cooperation. - 


The possibility of Alia pa- 
rticipating in a joint leasing 
of a Concorde supersonic ai- 
rliner is now being mooted 
around London. All the stor- 
ies are emanating from the 
Chairman and President of 
Middle East Airlines, Mr. 
Asad Y. Nasr now in Lon- 
don after a flying (how else?) 
visit to Amman last week 
during which he spent two 
hours closeted in private se- 
ssion with Alla Chairman 
and President Mr. Ali Gha- 
ndour. 

Apparently if the scheme 
hatched up in Amman goes 
ahead Alia, MEA probably 
Gulf Air and Kuwait Airwa- 
ys and up to two other Ar- 
ab carriers may all join in 
leasing a Concorde airliner 
for a daily service betwe- 
en the Middle East and 
New York. The idea is appa- 
rently based on the doubl- 
ing of first class air traffic 
in the Middle East over the 
past few years largely due 
to the surge in developme- 
nt in the region financed 
by growing oil wealth. 

Possibly up to six Arab ai- 
rlines could jointly lease 
the supersonic jet or alter- 
natively one or two of the 
airlines could operate the 
service jointly with British 
Airways or Air France. Mr. 
Nasr in any case favours a 
refueling stop at Toulouse in 
France. 

Alia is currently operating 
a twice weekly service be- 
tween Amman and New Yo- 
rk under the joint flag of 
Alia and Syrian Arab Airlin- 
es. 

British Airways is flying 
a twice weekly Concorde se- 
rvice between London and 
Bahrain but the sector has 
consistently lost money, si- 
nce flights started in Janu- 
ary 1976. 

British Airways and Air 
France have already signed 
agreements with Braniff Ai- 
rlines of the U.S. which will 
allow the American operator 
to fly Concorde from Was- 
hington to Dallas-Fort Wo- 
rth in Texas. The U.K. and 
French airlines will fly Co- 
ncorde supersonically across 
the North Atlantic to the 
U.S. capital where Braniff 
crews will take over for 
the flight down to Dallas. 

Although it will not fly 
supersonically on this over- 
land leg. Concorde will ne- 


vertheless make a substantial 
time saving on the route 
by flying 15 per cent faster 
than subsonic jets. Braniff 
is also considering the po- 
ssibility of leasing a Conc- 
orde for its New York to 
Panama run. This could hal- 
ve the present five hour 
journey. 

Meanwhile the American 
airline is locked in the mid- 
dle of a bureaucratic battle 
between the U.S. Civil Ae- 
ronautics Board and the 
British Civil Aviation Auth- 
ority over its fare structure. 
The wrangle is over a $7 
difference per passenger. 
The U.S. regulatory author- 
ity wants the low rate. The 
British the high rate. Bran- 
iff wants to fly its planes. 

At last count the British 
are allowing Braniff to land 
but not take off for the re- 
turn leg with fare paying pa- 
ssengers. The Americans are 
threatening to stop British 
Caledonian flying from Ho- 
uston to London in retalia- 
tion. 

Why, no doubt you are 
asking 'yourselves, am I so 
concerned over the activiti- 
es of Braniff and the only 
two existing flights connec- 
ting U.K. with the oil rich 
American Southwest. Only 
that Houston the capital of 
that southwest is the key 
link beween the U.S. and 
the Arab world with over 
half of all U.S. exports to 
the Middle East (excluding 
Israel) being shipped throu- 
gh Houston. It’s where Ar- 
abs have interests in banks 
and major industrial comp- 
anies dealing with the Mid- 
dle East have their offices. 

So? 

So a little bird has whisp- 
ered in my ear that Braniff 
is interested in opening yet 
another route between the 
great southwest and London 
geared to onward connec- 
tions to the Middle East. 
But Braniff is short of pl- 
anes and are talking about 
leasing a Boeing-747 from 
Alia. 

That would put a big ju- 
mbo in Alia colours landing 
daily in the main airport of 
the American southwest. If 
the deal goes, the only non- 
Alia aspect of the flight wo- 
uld be the crews, who wou- 
ld come from Braniff. 

The deal would also me- 
an that Alia will have to 
lease other planes to ply 
the routes now operated by 
the 747 that would be on 
long lease to the American 
operator. 


By John Bonar 


Who said Red Sea 
fishing isn’t viable ? 

Apparently some of our local 
policy makers (not too high on 
the ladder 1 hasten to add) be- 
lieve that Jordan’s fishing po- 
tential is next to nil. They con- 
sider the Red Sea lacks poten- 
tial for commercial fishing ope- 
rations and Jordan’s fish pro- 
tein needs should be met by 
expanding Imports from Kuwait 
or developing an alternative 
source in the Sultanate of 
Oman where 1 believe the pri- 
ces are more competitive. 

Their dismissal of the Red 
Sea as a source of protein is 
based on the dismal failure of 
a United Nations Development 
Programme experiment of se- 
veral years ago which failed 
to produce significant results 
from an operation using a con- 
verted British North Sea traw- 
ler based in Aqaba. As I un- 
derstood that experiment, tra- 
wling, by its very nature of 
dragging a large net along the 
sea bed, is not suitable in the 
Red Sea because of the pre- 
ponderance of coral reefs whi- 
ch, not unnaturally, tears the 
nets. 

Rather than change the fish- 
ing methods (there are others) 
the trawler was sent off far- 
ther south to fish off the coast 
of Aden, 

After the first trip it was 
discovered that the refrigerat- 
ing equipment aboard was in- 
sufficient to preserve the fish 
In the broiling temperatures du- 
ring the long voyage to and 
from the fishing ground. There 
was talk of replacing the refri- 
geration units but in any case 
the whole concept was ineffi- 
cient because the ship spent 
more time travelling to and 
from port than actually fish- 
ing, and then the European 
crew wanted a spot of shore 
leave every time they docked 
in Aqaba. 

To my mind the question of 
viability revolved around the 
manner of the experiment ra- 
ther than the potential of the 
Red Sea for providing fish. 

Apparently my viewpoint is 
shared by Ross Seafoods of 
Grimsby in England, from whe- 
nce, if my memory serves me 
well, the trawler that experi- 
mented for the UNDP original- 
ly hailed from. 

Ross is to undertake a sur- 
vey of Sudan’s Red Sea shrimp 
resources under an agreement 
signed between Sudan's Minis- 
try of Agriculture and Britain’s 
Ministry of Overseas Develop- 
ment. 
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UNCTAD warned that Mediators conduct inquiry into 


waiving Third World court order to force striking 




debt would harm poor »$_ coa | n] j ners m wor |( 


GENEVA, Switzerland, March 8 (AP).-~ The International Chamber of Com- 
merce (ICC) warned yesterday that waiving the debts of developing coun- 
tries would create a dangerous precedent and eventually harm the poor 
nations themselves. Jacques l’Huillier, Representative of the Paris-based 
ICC, sounded the warning in the conference to discuss the problem of the 
$250 billion foreign debt of the Third World. 

The developing countries in countries that need the cap- '‘neither generalised nor un- 

. . . . .i.i- L. • nnn.nn.hlo" 4TI/I fKo OViCtlTMT 


a bloc are asking that foreign itaL 


manageable” and the existing 


debts of the poorest among And since it would mean a International aid and repaym- 

them be turned into grants, transfer of considerable reso- ent system is working. 


The Western states have dec- urces to the developing coun- 


lined to cancel the debts. 


tries, it might also have the 


"The real problem with wh- 
ich many developing countries 


Mr. i'Huillier said general effect of stopping the flow of are confronted is a resource 

renunciation of debt repayme- official financial assistance at transfer problem and not a 

nt would create “a precedent liberal conditions, he claimed, generalised problem of indebt- 


that would risk, weakening 


“We believe that such a me- edness,” he said. 


the trust that must exist bet- asure (of general full debt 
ween lender and borrower.” relief) would in fact be pre- 
He said it would seem to put judicial to the developing co- 
jnto question the developing untries themselves,” Mr. l’Hu- 
coun tries’ financial responsibi- illier told the meeting of the 
lity. board of the UJM. Conference 

As a result, he said, waiv- on Trade and Development 
ing debts might make it much (UNCTAD). 


more difficult for countries to 


There was no immediate 


obtain access to capital mark- reaction to his speech, which 
ets although by their manage- contrasted with the drpiomat- 
ment and the structure of the- ically-worded statements by 
ir indebtedness they might fe- government delegates. 


el entitled to it. 


Ambassador Stephane Hess- 


Mr. l’Huillier said general el of France, speaking for in- 
_debt waiving by the industrial dustrialised nations, said the 
states might dissuade private developed states feel the po- 
businesses from investing in oner nations' debt problem is 

Ralph Nader suggests 
U.S. make renewable 
energy top priority 

WASHINGTON, March 8 of California -- subject of the 
(AP). — Consumer advocate study -- could rely almost en- 
Ralph Nader, critical of conti- tirely on renewable energy and 
nued development of nuclear get along without oil. natural 
power, said yesterday that gas, coal and nuclear power by 
President Jimmy Carter should die year 2025. 
make the development *of so- Mr. Nader concluded only 
lar and other “renewable” en- that conservation, and solar, 
ergy resources a top U.S. pri- hydroelectric) wind, and geo- 
ority. thermal energy, plus synthetic 

Mr. Nader urged this policy fuels from biological materials, 
at a news conference where could support a California pop- 
he drew attention to a preli- ulation twice its present si 2 e 
minary study prepared for the and at far higher economic le- 
U.S. Department of Energy, vels by the year 2025, from a 
which suggests that the State technical standpoint. 


Beirut to begin 
renovation of 
commercial centre 

BEIRUT, March 8 (R). 
— Work on a 500 million 
Lebanese pounds ($170 
million) project to re- 
build the devastated com- 
mercial centre of Beirut 
will begjn on April 1, 
Public Works Minister 
Amin Bizri said. 

The centre trading 
district was reduced to 
.heaps of rubble during 
the 1975-76 civil war. 

Mr. Bizri told repor- 
ters the government has 
also appropriated 425 
million Lebanese pounds 
to renovate and develop 
Beirut International Air- 
port 

Saudi Arabia- was the 
prime source of finance 
for the projects, he said. 


WASHINGTON, March 8 
(R). — Three mediators ap- 
pointed by President Carter to- 
day consider whether the gov- 
ernment can go ahead with a 
swift court injunction to force 
America’s striking coal miners 
back to work. t 

They will have to decide 
whether the strike now in its 
93rd day, threatens America's 
health or safety. They will in- 
terview representatives of in- 
dustry and labour and report 
to the president probably with- 
in 24 hours. 

The mediators' inquiry is the 
result of machinery set in mo- 
tion by Mr. Carter to end the 
country’s longest coal strike. 
The president has invoked the 
Taft -Hartley Act to send the 
miners back to work for an 
80-day cooling off period. 

Throughout the United Sta- 
tes, spokesmen for coal mines 
said they were prepared to re- 
open the mines after a court 
issues an injunction under the 
Taft-Hartley law, which would 
order striking miners back to 
work for an 80-day cooling-off 
period. They said they could 


have coal flowing a few days 
after the mines start up. 

Governors in the United Sta- 
tes coal country have vowed 
to keep the peace if mines 
reopen under a White House 
order. Some* hoping miners 
would obey the order, would 
not reveal their plans. Others 
warned of using the national 
guard. 

Virginia Governor John Dal- 
ton declared a state of emer- 
gency. Mr. Dalton said he had 
sem extra stare policemen in- 
to coal-mining areas, and ad- 
ded that he would use hund- 
reds of national guard troops, 
if necessary, to prevent coal- 
field violence. 

Miners still angry 

Meanwhile, there were indi- 
cations that many miners re- 
mained angry - - and ready to 
hold out. 

One group kept a vigil over 
a coal train they had surround- 
ed Monday night in Tuscola, 
Illinois, blocking its passage. 

The United Auto Workers 
announced in Washington that 


it will contribute £2 million to 
a relief fund to help the fami- 
lies of striking coal miners and 
pensioners. 

Militants have declared they 
will not be forced back to 
work under a contract that ex- 
pired on Dec. 6. 

The two previous times the 
government used the Taft- 
Hartley Act, in 1948 and 1949, 
they ignored it. 

Last weekend the members 
of the United Mine Workers 
Union (UMW) rejected a new 
contract that provides a 37 
per cent pay rise over three 
years but withdraws the free 
medical care they had previ- 
ously and curbs the right to 
strike without union approval. 

If they now defy the Taft- 
Hartley Act the government 
could seek to jail union leaders 
and to fine the union for con- 
tempt of court. 

Meanwhile the Agriculture 
Department has said it might 
stop strikers’ food stamps, the 
cut-price food vouchers that 
many miners used to stretch 
their money over the last three 
months. 


Energy demand will increase 
4 to 6 times in developing 
nations by 2000, says Waldheim 


VIENNA, March 8 (R). — Developing coun- 
tries wfU Increase their demand for energy 
four to six times by the year 2000, United 
Nations Secretary General Kurt Waldheim 
said today. 

In a written statement read at the start of 
a UJV. sponsored symposium on the world’s 
oil Indus try, Mr. Waldheim predicted oil and 
gas would have to meet the bulk of the In- 
creased demand. 

Mote than 150 senior officials from nation- 
alised oil industries and government ministries 
tit ten countries are attending the week-long 
wminar to exchange views on helping develop- 
ing nations bufld up their own oil industries. 


Mr. Wakthebn said the meeting demons- 
trated “tile catalytic role which the United 
Nations could {day in fostering cooperation in 
this area of crucial importance to the world 
economy.” 

Referring to UN. figures he said the num- 
ber of developing countries which have estab- 
lished their own state-owned petroleum indus- 
tries has increased 60 per cent since the 1973 
oil crisis. 

OPEC Secretary General All Jaidhh b sche- 
duled to address the UN. symposium here to- 
day, while senior OPEC oil industry officials 
will deliver keynoted speeches d uri ng the 
week. 


The leaning tower of Pisa has gone too far 


By Norris Willatt 

PISA, (F.T.) — If the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa didn't lean, pe- 
ople wouldn't go to see it. 
But there are degrees of lean- 
ing: and for some years now. 
experts have been worried 
that one day it may lean too 
far and topple right over. So 
a committee of them have de- 
cided to do something about 
it. 

Specifically, the Internation- 
al Committee for the Work of 
Consolidation, on which sit 
prominent geologists, geophy- 
sicists, palaentoiogists, arche- 
ologists, mechanical, structural 
and other engineers, at a ga- 
thering In Pisa have come up 
with a three-stage programme 
to prevent the tower from le- 
aning any further. 

Proposals 

Among the proposals put 
forward were measures to sta- 
bilise the shifty subsoil upon 
which the tower’s foundations 
were constructed; the constru- 
ction of a metal scaffolding 
around the structure, which 
could hold it firm; and, if ne- 
cessary, the attachment of co- 
unter-weights to that side of 
the tower opposite to the lean. 

This concrete blueprint is 
the outcome of a lengthy de- 
bate over the appropriate ste- 
ps to be taken, based on an 
analysis of the problem by 
the same committee over the 
period between 1965 and 1970. 
Measurements taken with ult- 
ra-sensitive, highly accurate 
modem instruments revealed 
that the degree of inclination 
had reached a worrying stage. 

At that point, it was disco- 
vered that the world famed 
tower, which with the equally 
beautiful cathedral and baptis- 
tery decorate the appropriate- 
ly named Piazza del Miracoli 
(The Place of the Miracles) on 
the Pisa greensward, was jut- 
ting out at the summit about 
five metres beyond its base 
and that the rate of inclinat- 
ion was increasing by a milli- 
metre (one thousandth part of 
a metre) a year. One year, th- 
at one millimetre may become 
the equivalent of the straw 
which broke the camel's back. 

Cause established 

The committee of experts 
also confirmed the cause of 
the incredible lean. The Tower 
of Pisa is built on the site of 
a former lagoon, which 'ias 
left its imprint in the muddy 
slurry (about 40 to 50 per ce- 
nt water) beneath the top soil 
of sand, time and clay in wh- 
ich the foundations are anch- 
ored. On this slippery sub- 
surface, the 58-metre (188.5 


feet) high, 14,500-ton tower is 
slowly canting over. 

This was no blindingly new 
discovery. The tower has been 
leaning for over 600 years, 
ever since tire first of its circ- 
ular stories were built by the 
Pisans under the direction of 
the architect Bonanno, starting 
in 1173. He soon discovered 
the treacherous nature of the 
subsoil, and so quickly aban- 
doned the work unfinished. 

But others responded to the 
challenge, adding the upper 
stories: Notably, Giovanni de 
Simone, starting in 1275, and 
Tommaso Pisano, from 1350 
on, who finished the tower 
proper and topped It with a 
belfry. They sought to correct 
the effect of Inclination by in- 
creasing the weight of the st- 
onework on the side against 
the lean, so as to restore the 
perpendicular. The effect is vi 
sible to the naked eye today. 

Computer predicts doom 

For centuries after that, as 


It’s all very well for the leaning tower of Pisa to 
lean, but there are limits. A panel of experts has decided 
that it has gone far enough. They have produced, a 
three-stage plan to stop the famous tower leaning to a 
fatal degree - - including a temporary scaffolding which 
it can lean up against if it gets too tired during the 
operations. 


the tower continued to defy 
gravity and people came from 
all over the world to marvel 
at the phenomenon, nobody 
warned about the lean. Con- 
cern in more recent times is 
largely due to the more accu- 
rate measurements made pos- 
sible by the use of sophistica- 
ted modem instruments. 

A projection of the data th- 
ey provide, using computers, 
indicates that, if not tomor- 
row, some time possibly be- 
fore the end of the present 
century the leaning tower mi- 
ght tumble right down. That 
is what the International Com- 


mission has pledged itself to 
prevent, presenting its three 
stage preservation programme 
as the hopeful answer. 

Recommended action 

The first and basic reme- 
dial measure recommended Is 
action to stabilise the subsoil 
below tile foundations, which 
is affected by variations in the 
pressure of its water content, 
such as seasonal factors. The 
proposal is to sink two mas- 
ter wells and six other : mailer 
wells in a circle around the 
tower, through which water 


can be extracted or re-injec- 
ted to maintain constant pres- 
sure. The whole process would 
be controlled automatically. 

Stage two calls for the bu- 
ilding of a metal scaffolding 
around the tower which could 
act as a brace. It would not 
actually touch the stonework, 
but it would form, as it were, 
a protective skirting against 
which the tower could lean in 
an emergency. This would be 
only a temporary expedient 
until the subsoil had been sta- 
bilised. Tourists would hope 
so, as the charm of the tower 
would be much diminished by 
having to view it through an 
.iron trellis. 

If these measures either al- 
one or in combination should 
prove ineffective, then a third 
alternative safeguard is reco- 
mmended, in the form of phy- 
sical supports for the founda- 
tions themselves. These could 
be provided In a variety of 
ways. One method would be 
to drive a close network of 


The Shah turns Kish Island 
into a millionaire’s paradise 


By Paul Harrison 

LONDON, (WFS) — On an 
island off Iran's south coast 
which was once the haunt of 
pirates, the most exclusive 
holiday resort in the world is 
taking shape. 

A visit to Kish will be by 
invitation only, and with ho- 
tel accomodation at about 
$400 a day for two people, 
only the rich will be able to 
afford to stay there. There 
will be no tourists oa Kish, 
just guests, sunning themsel- 
ves in paradise devised by the 
Shah of Iran. 

One five-star hotel is alre- 
ady open, and the resort is 
now in its first proving year, 
attracting about 300 people a 
week, mostly Iranians there 
for their weekend (Wednesda- 
ys and Thursdays). The air- 
port is complete, with its 
3,000-raetre runway and a re- 
gular service by Concorde di- 
rect to Paris. 34 hours away. 

Luxury island 

When everything Is comple- 
ted in the early 1980s, the 
resort will have three luxury 
hotels, banks, bazaars, a golf 
course, a beach club, a hospi- 
tal. night-clubs, restaurants, 
casinos and even a polo field. 

Basic services, such as roa- 


Tbe Gulf island of Kish is being transformed from 
a barren island into a holiday resort for the very, very 
rich - - by invitation only. Security is tight on the Island, 
where the Shah of Iran has built his own winter palace. 


ds, and a desalination plant 
are completed, as are the cas- 
inos, the beach club and a 
shopping centre. It is all ex- 
pected to have cost • about 
$600 million at least when fi- 
nished. 

Until the late 1960s, Kish 
was a fiat, barren, sandy is- 
land about 10 miles off the 
coast. Its few inhabitants sc- 
raped a living from the land, 
fished and smuggled a little. 
Then the Shah stepped in, arid 
set up the Kish Island Deve- 
lopment Organisation. A win- 
ter palace for the royal family 
has been built, and is mostly 
used by the Shah during the 
November-April season when 
Kish's climate is at Its best. 

The inhabitants have found 
themselves transformed from 
paupers. From living in squ- 
alor, without running water, 
sewerage or electricity. They 
have been re-housed in an 
Arabian-5tyle village where 
the houses, although retaining 
their traditional style, have 
every modem convenience. 


There are about 1,500 people 
on the island. 

Kish is rich in tradition and 
history. It is mentioned in co- 
nnection with Alexander the 
Great, and is said to be on the 
old trading routes between In- 
dia and Mesopotamia. It was 
at one time a thriving trad- 
ing centre of 40,000 people 
in Its own right 

About 1326, it was attacked 
by the inhabitants of a neigh- 
bouring island, who levelled 
the towns and massacred the 
inhabitants. Thereafter Kish re- 
mained largely desolate and 
neglected until the present de- 
velopment 

Exclusive delights 

The island is in close prox- 
imity to all the Gulf centres, 
and the guests it is aiming 
at are likely to own their own 
planes, which will enable them 
to pop over to the island for 
a day or a weekend. A spok- 
esman for the British company 
which is to manage the two 
casinos on the island, said: 


“Kish will provide everything 
that the rich would want -- 
excellent food, drink, gambling, 
not to mention girls.” 

The large casino is said to 
be larger than that at Monte 
Carlo, while the smaller cme 
will be more exclusive (even 
for Kish). 

Next season. It is expected 
that the invitation to samole 
the exclusive delights of Kish 
will go out to a wider, more 
international clientele. Apart 
from the hotel accommodat- 
ion, villas are being built, in 
authentic Iranian style, for sa- 
le or for rent (about $500 a 
day). American rye grass wh- 
ich grows in four days from 
being sown is transforming 
the brown island into a green 
one, while bougainvillaea and 1 
shrubs and plants arc replac- 
ing the stunted scrub that pr- 
eviously typified Kish. 

Added to the obvious attra- 
ctions of sand and sea and the 
facilities (including one of the 
world’s most up-to-date T.V. 
services) the rich who patro- 
nise Kish are unlikely to have 
anything to fear from terrori- 
st attack -- security is tight, 
with armed guards patrolling 
the airport. The Shah’s own 
sumptuous winter palace se- 
parately and equally-heavQy . 
guarded. 


piles into the ground, follow- 
ing the example of the bold 
pioneers of Venice who const- 
ructed a whole city. In a mu- 
ch deeoer lagoon, on this kind 
of foundation. 

Another alternative would 
be to inject plastic or some 
other kind of consolidating 
agent into the mud, which wo- 
uld reduce the viscosity. This 
solution has been compared 
to launching the tower on a 
raft. A third possibility would 
be to attach stone or other ki- 
nds of weights to the side op- 
posite to the lean, and then 
anchor them to the ground -- 
giving the effect of a kind of 
reverse flying buttress. 

The experts are satisfied th- 
at this blueprint should be 
sufficient to keep the tower 
in place for as long a time 
ahead as they can see; and 
resort will not be necessary 
to such more drastic proposals 
as keeping the subsoil perma- 
nently frozen; removing the 
hmards of the structure, and 
leaving just the visual outer 
shell; even taking down the 
tower and reb uilding elsewh- 
ere. 

Pisa must hope they are ri- 
ght- Without their Leaning 
Tower, the people of the 'com- 
munity would be much the 
poorer by losing all those hu- 
ndreds of thousands of visit- 
ors who come to gawk at th- 
eir unique tourist attraction 
year by year -- and the mo- 
ney they spend tn hotels, res- 
taurants and at the booths wh- 
ich sell miniature replicas of 
die Leaning Tower of Pisa. 

-- Financial Times 
News-Features 


LOCAL 

EXCHANGE 

RATES 


Jordanian fils 
Buying/Selling 
U.S. dollar 309.00/311.00 

U.K. sterling 599.00/603.00 

W. German mark 153.20/154.10 
Swiss franc 163.20/164.70 

French franc 64.50/64.90 

Italian lire (for 
every 100) 36.20/36.40 

Japanese yen (for 
every 100) 13120/132.00 

Dutch guilder 143.10/143.90 

Belgian franc (for 
every ten) 9830/9&90 

Swedish crown 67.50/67.90 


brad entities hookers to national insurance 

TEL AVIV, (AP). — Israeli hookers should he happy, TW i 
have been recognised as a legal profession entitling thentSi 
national Insurance which includes child allowances and pres. ; 
nancy pay. The decision followed a first-ever application by 
a prostitute to the National Insurance Institute, said Mbnfe. 
chai Cohen, the institute's financial manager. “I don’t know 
why everyone is surprised,” Mr. Cohen told a reporter, “Af. 
ter all. by law we have to insure all professions, and this b 
the oldest profession of alL” He said Israeli law forbids son. i 
citing, pimping and brothel-keeping, but not the act or sex 
itself for money. 

Suspect arrested in Flynt shooting 

NORFOLK, Virginia (AP). — A young roan arrested in the 
back of a local tavern was being held today on a Georgia 
fugitive warrant that named him In the attempted murder of 
pornography king Larry Flynt As Mr. Flynt lay in critical 
condition with a bullet near his spine in a Lawrencevflh, 
Georgia, hospital last night, a police teletype here punched 
out a message from Georgia authorities: Arrest Teddy Morris. 
Mr. Morris, described as a short man In his 20.S, was being 
held by Georgia police. Mr. Morris will also have to undergo 
extradition proceedings. 

Spinks had rib injury before AJi fight 

LAS VEGAS, Nevada, (R). — Two Las Vegas doctors hare 
said that Leon Spinks suffered from a rib Injury shortly be- 
fore last month’s heavyweight Fight in which he won the 
world title from Muhammad All. Dr. Abraham Rudnick and 
Dr. Jo Payne said yesterday they gave Spinks a local anes- 
thetic just before the 15-round fight, which he won on a split 
decision- Spinks has been advised not to fight again for two 
months to let the damage heal. The two doctors said they 
examined Spinks several days before the fight here on Feb. 
15 and found that he had cartilage damage on the lower part 
of his left rib cage. 

Ylgal Alton takes factory job 

TEL AVIV. (R). — Israel’s former Foreign Minister YTgal Al- 
loa, determined to retain bis worker image, Is now soldering 
electronic parts In a factory. He operates a soldering machine 
at an electronics plant in the settlement at Glnosar, the kib- 
butz said yesterday. The factory makes pain-controlling. tran- 
sistor-sized nave stimulators developed at a Jerusalem me- 
dical centre. 

Scientists file suit for dosing 

NEW YORK, (AP). — Worried about the possibility of prod- 
uction-line cloning of humans, three scientists said yester- 
day that they will sue to find out what the U.S. govenunen 
has done in genetic engineering. The suit was prompted by 
a forthcoming book. In His Image: Coning of a Man, by sci- 
ence writer David Rorvik, which claims that a boy, now 14 
months old, was created from a cell of an unidentified weal* 
thy, unmarried man. "If it hasn’t been done already, it wffl 
certainly be accomplished within the next 10 years,” said 
Jeremy Rifkin. a co-plaintiff in the planned lawsuit 
technique should be outlawed. It’s anti-social.” Coning inv- 
olves the introduction of a single cell Into a female egg ceB 
from which the nucleus has been removed. The hybrid eg 
then in implanted into a female uterus where, according to 
theory. It develops into a human fetus and has only the cha- 
racteristics of the cell donor. 


Dollar falls to new 

post-war low in Japan 

. * ! 

TOKYO. March 8 (R). — The US. dollar fell to a postwar 
record low of 23540 yen on the Tokyo Foreign Exchange Mae; 
bet today. 

Hie previous low of 23SJM yen was recorded two days ap 

Market operators seemed to have turned their atteotk* 
away from the Swiss franc and West German mark -- sffdorf- 
whtefa the dollar has fallen recently -- because they now fed 
flie yen fat undervalued against the dollar compared with these 

FaBowing a pledge of s up port for the U.S. c ur rency, Japane- 
se Central Bank Governor TdkUro Morinaga said the ihe *f 
the yen ag ain st the dollar threate n ed Japanese export M* 
tries. 

He said Japan most reduce Its massive trading surplus vlth 
other countries, to halt the yen’s rise, but meanwhile the cgfr 
trai bank was ready to i nt ervene strongly to prevent erratic 
fluctuations. 

Dealers In LooiSou said the market appeared to be putting the 
bank governor’s statement to the test. 

Trading became extremely hectic at times, with the dote 
dipping below 233 yen briefly before recovering. 

As an indication of loweri n g of confidence in paper nwncj> 
the price of gold gained $1-55 to be set at $18&80 an ounce® 
theJLondon i Buffi on Market. 

npe underlying cause of the dollar’s fall against major car 
rendes in recait months has been fear over the American eco- 
nomy which has a huge trade deficit 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATS 


Not received 


LONDON MARKET REPOKI 


Stock prices closed firmer Wednesday in quiet trading ^ 
wing Bank of England’s statistics Tuesday which indicated a 1 
ssible slowing in UJC money supply growth, dealers said. 

At 15:00 hrs the F.T. index was -up 3.4 at 447.5. 
Government bonds rose by up to 5/8 in thin and nervous o 
ding, dealers said. ' 

Equities showed modest net gains. Sentiment was de»® 
at midsession by a discouraging IC3 annual report, dealers 0 
Gold shares rose In line with the sharply higher if" 1 
price while U.S. and Canadian shares eased where changed 
ICI closed 3p lower at 335-l/2p following its annual i# 
after rising to 342p initially Beecham fell by 3p to 539 -u 
while other leading industrials rose by up £o 6p. 

Oil shares closed firmer. Royal Dutch Petroleum ran 
7/8 to 483/8 stg. ahead of its results, due tomorrow. Bask • 
ares erased opening gains to close narrowly mixed. . ' 
Woolworth rose by 5p to 68p. The company today rep® 1 
higher 1977 pre-tax profits. 

Price of goH dosed in London Wednesday at WSWW/fl* 
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^■‘r^UES (Mar. 31 lo Apr.' 19) Get into the small details 
work yoii have. Wdo and it ia soon completed and 
*i^nd Gain benefits that have accrued. Look into 
£•* ^jithing new, profitable; also.' ... . j 
r\. > bUJRUS (Apr. 20 to May .20) Plan time for visiting with 
•iw.^fKed friends and much good ‘can coirhe' of this now. 
^sh entertain mg is. not godd- right now. Be more con* 
ed wi th adding to your sami^acctrant. 

5MINT (May 21 to June 21) Handle tasks that require 
i immediate attention. Take care yon do nothing to 
,^ il1 *^ardize your good name. Show -that you are a good 
•! JjJiarilaiL too. • • - •. 

; '>th ,S J‘.OON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Concentrate on 
in a r^iening new iriehdships which can bring you pleasure 
"•‘Tf ^profit in the future. Not a good time for makin g radical 
‘^**1 1kg es.A void unnecessary travel. 

/'■ s -\^0 (July 22 to Aug. -21) . Making small c h a n ges can 
M ^ove your position in life. Be sure you do not neglect 
s very necessary duties. also. Striye for more harmony 
eAH{ . loved ones. " 

^%RGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Try to please associates 
Vce* . hm way and gain their added goodwill. Not a good 
1 to talk over vital matters, though. Take initial steps 
jtocS’fejConcile with good friends with whom you have argued. 

StjBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Get home and office in bet- 
f^tiyorking order and enjoy greater comfort, efficiency, 
famiJ y co-workers. Don't overtax ener- 

) though in the process. 

^ORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Get together with persons 
r ^ Ikb en i°y th e same type of recreation that you like and 
a good time. Don’t gamble with money foolishly, 
handle important business matters. 

O' job iGITTARiyS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Take care of small 
, *s without griping. Entertain close ties and be happy, 
keep expenses down. 

: PRICORN [Dec.. 22 to Jan 20) Use much care in driv- 

x Gi#* Treat friends with kid gloves and you come to a bet- 
> a-on^nderslanding. Shop early, stay within your budget, 
it 3 AQUARIUS (Jan. 21" to Feb. 19) Take care ..of your 
sstic bookkeeping chores and be sure to keep books 
, , rately. Don't (% into reserves for foolish investment. 

SCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Your big plans are difficult 
? 5r k on now but you can handle minor ones with much 
,"£?ss ■ Take time to improve health . good looks . 


I M i / ir "f : V "T 


would like you 
to join us 
Ithe Daily Dish, 
jblc & European” 
dishes. At 



iTheD 


IPLOMAT 


First Circle, Jabal A now . 
TeL 25592- 

' Open from 7 am. to 1 am 
tatnrut, eoff wehopk «*- 
Mk bar and pa tla aerl e . 

(Mental and Enropean ape- 
claMas. 


CK i I IE AL 


tula for breasted 
ind light macks, 
e, lunch or dhuuir. 
urn, First Circle. 

. Jabal A1 Luwetb- 
iz Circle. TeL SM46 
htuaadn, near Jern^ 
(ana. TeL 21781. 
Zarka and Med. . 


LU 

WTEAKilOlSE 


V Wins* Hotel, Jabal 
22103/4. 
•^se-'.oT THREE setme- 
luttch, ^ and a 
■- : 
r lM pjn. .and-, 7-12 

VpechUty; jcteaks. J '■ ■■ ; 


CHINES! 


RESTAURANT 


First. Chinese restaurant ta 

Jordan. 

First carcte, Jabal Amman, mm 
the AhHyah School or CMS. 
TeL 38068. Open dafly front 
'noon to SiSapm amtfeSO pn, 
to nddnlgbt 

Aim take home aervke.caxlsr 
by phone. 



MAYBE YOU C0ULP 
SEND OUT FOR A J 
S^NEW NECK.' V 


g> 



THEJBETTER HALF. By Barnes 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 





LETLIF 


WI lh*»rg*l~ 
o»d t'*uor ir"* o'r 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
lorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


'Be thankful for small favors. Mother. At least h« 
tipped his beer can in your direction." 


Yesterday's 


Print answer here: I I II. J 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles PLArr GULCH INDUCT FROUC 

Answer- Why the astronauts weren't able to land on 
the moon — IT WAS “FULL" 


aMMRCBIB !B!Rm£E£ 


BY CHARLES H.GOREN 
AND OMAR SB A RIF 

v I97B Ojt Chicago TrlDune 

Neither vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ 104 3 
? 9865 
0 A 93 

♦ AQ10 

WEST EAST 

+ AQ ♦ 8762 

^ 3 ? 10 7 2 

0KQJ852 0 10 76 
+ 8643 +KJ9 

SOUTH 

♦ K J95 

r AKQJ4 
0 4 

+ 752 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

1 C 1 Pass Pass Dble. . 

2 0 2 NT Pass 3 T 

Pass 4 r Pass Pass 
Pass 

Opening lead: King of O . 


The song of the Lorelei 
exerted no stronger attrac- 
tion on the mariners of yore 
than does a finesse on the 
average player. Consider 
this hand. 

North-South bid well to 
reach an excellent game con- 
tract despite an adverse 
opening bid. Unfortunately, 
declarer's playing skill was 
not quite up to his bidding. 

West led the king of dia- 
monds, taken by 'dummy's 
ace. Trumps were drawn in 
three rounds and declarer 
led a club to the queen. 
East won the king and re- 
turned a diamond, declarer 
ruffing high. 


South now tried a finesser- 
of the ten of clubs. Unfor-tr 
tunately. East held the jack 
as well. He won and exiled — 
with a diamond. Declarer _ 
now lost control of the hand. 

In the end. he had to con- 
cede two spades and a dia- — 
monti for down two. 

Declarer was so blinded * 

by the finesses available ■ 

that he lost sight of his 
principal objective— making 
ten tricks. They were there v 

for the taking if declarer ■ 

simply forgot all about 9 

finessing and went about 
setting up his spade suit. 

After drawing trumps, de- 
clarer should simply lead a 
low spade lo the ten. He 
does not mind if East wins 
the trick, for East then 
cannot attack clubs. As the 
cards lie. West wins the 
queen of spades and His 
best defense is lo shift to a 
club. Declarer finesses the 
queen and East wins the 
king, but once again East 
cannot afford to continue 
the attack on clubs 

Assume East returns a 
diamond— as good a defense 
as any. Declarer ruffs and 
continues with the king of 
spades. West can win and 
play another club, but de- 
clarer is in charge. He rises 
with the ace of clubs and 
cashes two spades, discard- 
ing dummy's remaining club. 

He then scores the last Lwo 
tricks on a crossruff to make 
his contracL. 



CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



ACROSS 26. 

28. 

1. Oriental nurse 
5. Lively chil- 30. 

dren 31. 

10. Vindictive 

12. Site of an- 33. 

cientOlym- 35. 

pics 37. 

14. Louse egg 39. 

15. Ohio college 41. 

town 

16. Succinct 42. 

18. Size of coal 43. 

20. Used to ex- 45. 

press uncer- 47. 

tainty 49. 

21. King of 51. 

Bashan 52. 

22. Christinas 55. 

24. Talk 56. 


Gnome 

Shoemaker's 

tool 

Slip 

Blackor green 

Chew 
Candlenut 
Laughing 
Wild ox 
Past tense 
ending 
Radio band 
Flax fiber 
Was carried 
Exhaust 
Greek letter 
Steeps 
Very loud 
Weird 
Spirit lamp 


IHE ! 

nnmisnna naan 

HHHUHIIH IIII10H 

naan heh nom 
H@H SSfflaSHHa 
„ sms Gamas 

HSfflE HQH 

snHssnnB ass 

SBH HHE HOSE 
BHgB QnQDHDS: 

aasH noannaa: 

BHBB HDH BEBJI 


YESTERDAY'S 

DOWN 6. 


1. Sharif 7. 

2. Billiard shot 8. 

3. Indian mad- 9. 

der 

4. Biddy 11. 

5. Large hand- 
bags 12. 


r time 20 minutes 


APNewslealures 


53. 
3/2 54. 


SOLUTION 

Adjective 
termination 
Parrot 
Affection 
Bleak and 
barren 
Notable per- 
son 
Jacket 
Sanctioned 
Walk on the 
moon 
Imitate 
Sheep 
Earned run 
average 
Heavy swell 
Ballad 
House pest 
Check 
Grape and 

orange 

Civet 

Rich cake 
Moslem sac- 
red book 
What person i 
Rockfish 
By means of 
Copper, for 
example 
Nickel symbol 
That thing 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


BBC RADIO 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


Channel 3 ft i: 

fc00 Quran 
OtlS Cutmu 
830 Little bout on tte prn- 
bfe 

fcOO News in Arabic 
I MW News in Arable 
dtawnri 3 : 

730 Arable programme 


830 Arabic, aeries 
030 Reportage 
Channel 6 : 

730 News ta Hebrew 
7:45 Filler 
830 Upchat line 
9:10 

I too News ta EmtlUi 
10:15 Movie of tf* w eek 


RADIO JORDAN 


Morning show 
News bnlletta 
Morning show 
News headline* 
Morning show 
Happy Journey 
simniiiy off 
News hpidllnra 
Po? s ession 
News summary 
Fop session 


News bulletin 
Special featora 
Concert boor 

Po p session 
Country mric 
Fop senlori 
News muunaiy 
Jumping Jack flash 
Newt bulletin 
News reports 
Signing off 


530 News; 34 Hours 
530 Sarah Ward 
5*5 World Today 
630 News; Press Review 
ft gp Banners Mid BonmciR 
7*0 News; 34 Hours 
730 Sarah Ward 
7:45 Cider with Rosie 
830 News; Reflections 
&I5 Music for Voices 
830 Fanning World 
SfcOO News; Press Review 
9:15 World Today 
930 Financial News 
&45 Wales and the Welsh 

10:00 Meet the Composer 
1030 vintage Comedy 
1130 News; News about Bri- 
tain 

11:15 Schnabel Plays Beeth- 
oven 

1130 Business Matters 
1230 Radio Newsreel 
12:15 Top Twenty 
12*5 Sports Romxtap 
1330 News; 24 Honrs 
1330 New Ideas 


Book Choice 

The Pleasure's Yams 

Talkabout 

Radio Newsreel 

Outlook 

News; Commentary 
Inspector West at Bay 
World Tbday 
News; Book Choice 
John Peel 
Sports Round-up 
News; News about Bri- 
tain 

Take it or Lem it 
Outlook; News Suram- 

Stocfc Market Report 
The Dancing Masters 
New s; 24 Hours 
A Jolly Good Show 
Paperbacks 
Bittiness Matters 
Newt; World Today 
Financial News 
Book Choke; Reflect}, 
oas 

Sports Roun&up 
News: Commentary 
Merchant Navy 
Top Twenty 


Arrivals : 


Damn sens (SAA) 
Calm (EA) 

D hnhra n Kuwait 
Bangkok . Bahrain 
Damascus 
Beirut 

Riyadh (SIM) 

Abu Dhiriri. Dubai 
Kuwait (KAC) 
London 
Cairo 

Being (MEA) 
Amsterdam, Athens, 

(KLM) 

Rome (A Z) 
Rawalpindi (RAJ 


Departures : 

ftOO Damascus, Munich, 
Frankfurt (LH) 

630 Damascus (SAA) 

7 KM) Dn masons 
7:00 Beirut 
8:45 Calm (EA) 

8>45 Beirut (MEA> 

Ud» Riyadh (SDQ 
1 1 KX> Athens, Madrid 
1130 New York 
12.-00 London 
1230 Rome. Paris 
12:45 Kuwait (KAO 
13:00 Cairo 
1930 Baghdad 
01:15 Dubai (AZ> 

0330 London (RAJ 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

American Centre (USISJ TeL 41520 

British CouneQ ” 36147-1 


EMERCSNOES 


Doctors : 


Najah (23038) 

Hussein Youth City (632731 

FfnrnUMries : 


Salman Dubouhi (213341 
Mawaheb Kurd ly eh 

bfald: 

Mazbar A1 Halabi 01931 
Zarqu: 

Mttsbah HiUawi (81217) 

Taxis : 

Veneda (44594) 


Sabbagh (231571 
lart it (3Q21 0) 
Lubna (44944) 
Hikm«4i (36571) 

bHd; 

GMzxawl 

Zarqa : 

Ann 


VOICE OP AMERICA 

Feature, : Science ta the 

Breakfast Show : News. News Snmmarv 

I. OfcOQ. 0&00 Bad 1830 Now Music t/SA 
its. VGA Current lftOO News Rouodnp, Repor- 
i Summary. 0330. ts. Actualities, Opinion. 

and 0530 GMT : Analyses, 

nformal present*- 1930 VDA Magazine, Anteri- 
or popular music can*. Science, Cultural, 

feature reports and Letters, 

riewa, answer* to 2030 Sped*! Pn gimv News, 
ten* questtans. Set- 20:15 Musk USA (Jazz). 

Digest 2130 VOA World Report : 

i Rmmdnp, Kepor. to News ... ~ 


GMT — 

03 £0 The Breakfast Stow : 
to (BdO. OfcOQ, (KxOO and 
Reports. VOA Current 
News Summary. 0330. 
0430 and 0530 GMT : 
An tafbrmal presenter 
tlon of popular music 
with feature reports and 
i nt e r vie w s, answers to 
IhjMkf V questions. Sci- 
ence Digest 

I TOO News Roundup. Repor- 
ts. Actualities. Opini- 
on. Analyses. News 5a- 

1730 Dateline 

lftOO Saedal BMitafc w— 


French Cultural Centre 

Gosthe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Amman Municipal library 


2130 correspondent** reports. 
••• ba e ^ o uto faitnra s 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Ambulance (government) TeL 75111 

Civil defence rescue " 24391-4 

Fire headquarters “ 22090 

Pirstald, Are. police " 19 

Jordan Electric Power C& (emergency) .... * 36381-2 

Municipal water service (emergency) 37111-3 

Police headquarters ~ 39141 

Najdeh raving patrol rescue poBctv (EngUah 
spoken) 24 hours a day (or anergency help " 21111,37777 

Airport information (Alla) “ 55205 
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l Salisbury agreement 
w threatens U.S.-U.K. 
d< clash at U.N. debate 


A princess for chief delegate 


GEN 

men 

trie.* 

nati 

ICC 

$25 

Th 
a bl 
debt 
then 
The 
lip 


UNITED NATIONS, March 8 (Agencies). — A serious rift appears to 
have developed between the United States and Britain over the new Rho- 
desian agreement reached, between Prime Minister Ian Smith and three 
black leaders, in Salisbury last week. Their difference is threatening to break 
into the open in the United Nations Security Council, which is consider- 
ing an Afri can dsn and for rejection of the Salisbury agreement 


An official of U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter's administration 
yesterday brushed aside sug- 
gestions that the United Sta- 
tes might veto the African de- 
mand if it came to a vote. 
"We’ve worked for years to 
get on the right side in Africa, 
and the African resolution isn't 
worth undoing all that." 

British diplomats, however, 
have said the African position 
is unacceptable to Britain, still 
technically the colonial autho- 
rity over Rhodesia. British dip- 
lomats have called the Salis- 
bury agreement "a significant 
step towards majority rule.” 

The leaders of black nation- 
alist guerrillas fighting Prime 
Minis ter Smith's internal set- 
tlement were likely to address 
the U.N. Security Council to- 
day. 

Mr. Joshua Nkomo and Mr. 
Robert Mugabe, linked in the 
Patriotic Front alliance, also 
scheduled a press conference 
before the council debate on 
Rhodesia resumed; 

Bishop Abel Muzorewa, one 
of the three black leaders who 


signed the accord with Mr. 
Smith, said last night he wan- 
ted to take part in the debate. 
But bis request could run into 
opposition since the majority 
of U.N. members regard the 
Salisbury settlement as a sell- 
out 

The debate was taking place 
in the shadow of Rhodesia’s 
biggest raid yet on neighbour- 
ing Zambia. The Rhodesians 
said yesterday they killed 38 
guerrillas in an attack launch- 
ed to "pre-empt a large-scale 
incursion” by Mr. Nkomo's for- 
ces. Mr. Nkomo described the 
raid as flagrant aggression and 
pledged revenge on Mr. Smith’s 
regime. 

A Zamhian government co- 
mmunique yesterday claimed 
six Rhodesian planes had been 
shot down. But today officials 
adamantly refused any com- 
ment, even to questions whe- 
ther the battle was continuing. 
The communique reaffirmed 
Zambia's support for the Pat- 
riotic Front, however. 

The Rhodesian attack was 
strongly condemned by Unit- 


ed Nations Secretary General 
Kuit Waldheim, while the 
United States and Britain said 
they deplored the use of vio- 
lence in or around Rhodesia. 

Bishop Muzorewa was in 
Washington today for a meet- 
ing with U.S. Secretary of 
State Cyrus Vance. Mr. Vance 
was later due to meet British 
Foreign Secretary David Owen 
to discuss the U.S.- British dif- 
ferences over Rhodesia. 


Compromise 



at Belgrade 


I 


Welcoming Tito, Carter warns 
USSR to stay out of Yugoslavia 


WASHINGTON, March. 8 (R). — President Carter deliver- 
ed a thinly-veiled warning to the Soviet Union to stay out of 
Yugoslavia when he welcomed president Tito to the White 
House. Marshal Tito, the first Communist leader to visit 
Washington since Mr. Carter took office nearly 14 months 
ago, was hailed yesterday as a true friend of the United Sta- 
tes. Mr. Carter said: "The independence and integrity of Yugo- 
slavia are one of the basic foundations of world peace now 
and in the future.” A White House spokesman later told 
reporters: “We have a commitment to support Yugoslavia’s 
independence and integrity.” 


BELGRADE, March 8 (R). 
— The marathon European 
sec uri ty co nfe rence ended a 
five-day wrangle over Medi- 
terranean security today and 
approved a dosing ufaihwient. 
The 35-nation conference, .al- 
ready three weeks late in fin- 
ishing, swiftly accepted a Mal- 
tese compromise proposal to 
delay a co ntrov e r sial debate 
on Mediterranean security pro- 
blems until November 1980. 
Hie decision disposed of the 
last issue holding up the Bel- 
grade meeting, which has been 
In session for 27 weeks during 
the past! nine n walln 


Iranian omcreis look on as Thai Prime Mhdster KriangSm Cromanan (right) greets Prin- 
cess Ashraf Pahlavi of Iran at the opening of the United Nations Economic an d So cial 
Commission for Aria the Pacific (ESGAF) in Bangkok on Tuesday. Princess Ashraf led 
her country's delegation at the opening session. (AP w ire g fa oto) 

Giscard warns of leftist win 


PARIS, March 8 (AP). — 
President Valery Giscard d'Es- 
taiag warned yesterday that 
leftist platforms for next 

week’s crucial election would 
undercut -the French economy, 
spurring Inflation and weaken- 
ing the franc. 

The president’s statement 
marked his third direct inter- 
vention in the tough campaign 
leading to legislative elections 


in which opinion polls have 
consistently given the left an 
edge over Ms ruling centre- 
right coalition. It was an ap- 
parent reflection of presiden- 
tial concern over the continu- 
ing popularity of Socialist and 
co mmunis t Party candidates, 
despite their open quarrelling 
over what to do if they win 
power. 

ML Giscard d'Estaing's own 


S. Africa police accused of Biko’s death 


WASHINGTON, March 8 (R). 
— One of the two internation- 
al observers at the inquest into 
the death of black South Afri- 
can leader Steve Biko alleged 
today that he was killed by the 
South African police. 

Mr. Louis Poliak, Dean of 
the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School, said in a 32-page 
report that Mr. Biko died as a 
result of brain injuries inflicted 
on him by one or more mem- 
bers of the police. 

The inquest, held in Pretoria 


last November and December, 
had cleared police of all blame 
in Mr. Biko’s death --a ver- 
dict rejected by the world and 
“criticised” by the US. gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Biko, head of South Af- 
rica’s Black Consciousness Mo- 
vement, was arrested on Aug. 
18 last year and died in deten- 
tion on Sept. 12. 

Mr. Poliak and Sir David 


Napley, past President of the 
Law Society of Great Britain, 
were the only two internation- 
al observers to attend the in- 
quest. In his report to a legal 
group which sponsored his at- 
tendance at the inquest, Mr. 
Poliak said he and Sir David 
had concluded that the beha- 
viour of the South African po- 
lice showed they had something 
to hide. 


Chairman Hua Kuo-feng emerges 
as China’s new “Great Helmsman” 


By John Roderick 

TOKYO (AP) — With the co- 
nclusion of its Fifth National 
People’s Congress, China has 
passed a major milestone on 
the rocky road to stability 
and industrial advance 16 mo- 
nths after the trauma created 
by the death of Mao Tse-tung. 

By retaining the premiersh- 
ip Communist Party C hairman 
Hua Kuo-feng -- the man no 
one would have voted most 
likely to succeed two years 
ago -- emerged from the we- 
ek-long session on Sunday as 
the “Great Helmsman’s undis- 
puted . successor, not only in 
name but in fact. 

In doing so he has shored 
up his shaky power base with- 
in the coalition of soldiers, 
secret policemen and old re- 
volutionaries in power since 
the critical days of September- 
October 1976 when Mao died 
and the party’s radicals, led 
by Mao’s widow, Chiang Ch- 
in g, were arrested and silenc- 
ed. 


The balance of Teng 

The military -old guard gr- 
oup’s candidate for the premi- 
ership was hard-headed, plain- 
speaking Senior Vice Premier 
Teng Hsiaoping, 73. Though 
he failed for die second time 
in a turbulent career to reach 
the top, the remaining two 
top governmental jobs went 
to his faction. Marshal Yefa- 
Chlen-ying, 81, became chair- 
man of the congress’ Standing 
Committee, relinquishing tne 
Ministry of Defence to anot- 
her Teng supporter. Marshal 
Hsu Hsfang-chien, 76. 

Chairman Hua’s success is 
not only real but symbolic. 
For be not only now wears 
the mantle of Mao, China's 
great revolutionary, but also 
that of the late Premier Chou 
En-Iai. Though the congress 
ac f ed in the name of Mao it 
was. in fact, the embodiment 
o? the ideas of China’s miv 
previous premier, whose SOt.h 
birihdav touched off national 
celebrations as file congress 
closed. 

Cboufa last act 

It was Chou, then gripped 
bv his fatal last Alness, who 
kicked off the bold, new gre- 


at industrial leap forward up- 
on which the world’s most 
populous nation is now enga- 
ged. He did so in his last ma- 
jor address, to the previous 
congress, in January 1975. St- 
alled by the obstruction of the 
radicals, it got going again 
after Mr. Hua assumed the 

chairmanshi p less than a JUST- 
and-a-half ago. 

Shrewd and amiable, but la- 
cking the authority and pres- 
tige of Mao and the demonic 
driving force of Mr. Teng, 
Chairman Hua slowly but ca- 
refully laboured to win the 
confidence erf the moderates 
who had chosen him chairman 
because they found no alter- 
native. 

Once elected, be was safe 
in the nation’s highest office. 
But the premiership, which 
an old and suspicious Mao 
had wrenched freon. Mr. Teng, 
was up for grabs. 

Secret battle 

The battle was won, not on 
the floor of the congress, but 
in die party Central Commit- 
tee meeting which preceded it 
where, in ways not disclosed, 
he persuaded all dements he 
was the man they wanted. 

What undoubtedly weighed 
in his favour was his willing- 
ness to abandon the radicals 
with whom he had earlier fli- 
rted. and accept file Chou En- 
lai line to which the moderat- 
es had committed China. He 
went the distance, presiding 
over the dismantling of the na- 
tion-wide radical apparatus, ap- 
proving the rehabilitation of hu- 
ndreds of their victims and giv- 
ing his assent to the moderate 
reforms which have turned 
China from a dosed, inward- 
looking society into one with 
greater freedom, wider horiz- 
ons and increased discipline. 

Modembation programme 

Through a series of national 
conferences, he set the stage 
for concerted advances in ag- 
riculture, industry, national 
defence, science and technolo- 
p-v -- aA scheduled for mod- 
ernisation by the v®ar 2000. 

The congress put its seal 
of aiwm va l on aTI these me- 
asures. It adopted a new. ao- 
parentlv more liberal constit- 
ution, shook ud areas of gov- 
ernment intimately involved In 


the Industrial process but left 
most of the ministers in their 
places. 

In short, it began where Ch- 
ou Eorlai had left two years 
before. Among the witnesses 
to its actions were many who, 
had been in the limbo of the 
forgotten, disgraced and driven 
out of office by the radicals. 

Their presence now, and 
Mr. Hua’s victory, was seen 
by many as a proof that Chi- 
na. after years of confusion, 
strife and uncertainty may at 
long last be achieving the uni- 
ty which has often been pro- 
claimed but not yet realised.' 


Chinese constitution strengthens 
parliament over Communist Party 

PEKING, March 8 (R). — China last night published a new constitution st- 
rengthening the rights of its citizens to speak out and increasing the powers 
of parliament in relation to the Communist Party, The constitution, approved 
by the Fifth National People’s Congress yesterday, is based largely on the 1954 
constitution, China’s first as a communist state, but gives back to citizens 
many rights since dropped. For instance, the right to defence in a trial is now 
restored and any person can lodge complaints against government workers. 
At the same time the country’s ethnic minorities are given back their rights 
to “preserve or reform their own customs and ways.” like its predecessors, 
the constitution stresses that all power in China belongs to the people. How- 
ever, it deletes a reference in the earlier documents that workers, peasants 
and soldiers are the main body of this power. The new constitution also ap- 
peared to strengthen the National People’s Congress, the nation’s parliament, 
when it said the congress was the highest organ of state power - - deleting 
the earlier words “under the leadership of the Communist Party of China. ” 


By Ralph Harris 

WASHINGTON. March 8 (R). 
— President Carter and Israe- 
li Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin will meet here next 
week against a backdrop of 
major disagreements over st- 
eps needed for a settlement 
In the Middle East 

Mr. Carter's criticisms of 
key aspects of Israeli policy, 
coupled, with a proposal to 
sell jet fighters to Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia, have been gree- 
ted with expressions of deep 
alarm in Israel despite a con- 
tinuing U.S. commitment to 
its security. 

Mr. Begin also faces a shift 
of American public opinion 
away from Israel, apparently 
as the result of a highly suc- 
cessful visit Egyptian Preside- 
nt Anwar Sadat made to Wa- 
shington a month ago. 

President Sadat, whom Mr. 
Garter called the world’s fore- 
most peacemaker because of 
his dramatic trip to Israel in 
November, impressed many 
Americans with ,his case that 
Israeli intransigence had led 
to a stalemate in peace talks. 

A Gallup Poll conducted for 
Newsweek magazine late last 
month after Mr. Sadat’s trip 
said there were signs that 


support for Israel in the Uni- 
ted States had begun to wav- 
er. 


Begbfs task hr US. 


It reported that only 33 per 
cent of the those questioned 
said their sympathies were ba- 
sically with Israel, compared 
with 48 per cent last October. 

Mr. Sadat’s Washington tri- 
umph leaves Mr. Begin with 
what diplomats believe is a 
difficult task of convincing 
Americans that his stubbornn- 
ess Is something more than* 
protection for Israel's security 
interests. 

The prime minister’s talks 
with President carter on Mar- 
ch 14 and 15 are being prece- 
ded here this week by meet- 
ings between his Defence Mi- 
nister, Mr. Ezer Weizmaa, and 
U.S. officials. 

Though considered: to be 
more flexible than Mr. Begin, 
the defence minister left bra- 
el with the reported intention 
of resisting proposed sales of 
jet fighters to Egypt and Sa- 
udi Arabia as well as any 
pressure for Israeli political 
concessions at this time. 

The future of the occupied 


West Bank and Israeli, settle- 
ments there and in the Sinai 
are the outstanding problems 
blocking conclusion of a “dec- 
laration on principles” for a 
comprehensive Arab-Israeii se- 
ttlement 


Palestinian Issue 


When he visited Washing- 
ton in mid-December, Mr. Be- 
gin offered self-rule to the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
but rejected President Sadafs 
demand for self-determination 
for the Palestinians. 

An Israeli withdrawal from 
occupied territory in return for 
peace and secure and recog- 
nised boundaries is called for 
in United Nations Resolution 
242, which President Carter st- 
ressed at a press conference 
last week. 

Mr. Carter has not support- 
ed Arab demands for a with- 
drawal from “all" occupied 
territories, but the White Ho- 
use said at the conclusion of 
his talks with President Sadat 
that it should take another 
look at the issue of Israeli 
settlements established on “all 
fronts” of the 1967 Middle 
East war. These include set- 


Somalis lose Ji| 


NAIROBI. March 8 (R). — So- 
mali guerrillas have withdrawn 
firms the’ strategic Ogaden De- 
sert town of Jijlga hi the face 
of a tank and air assault. Radio 
Somalia said tonight 
The radio, monitored here, 
quoted a Western Somalia Li- 
beration Front (WSLF) statem- 
ent saying its forces had made 
a strategic withdrawal and mo- 
ved to surrounding areas. - 
Ethiopia claimed to have re- 
captured the town on Sunday 
but the WSLF said the assault 
which it said was backed by 
Soviet and Cuban forces, had 
been repulsed. 

The first Somali battlefield 
co mmun ique since Sunday said 
Ethiopia was ferrying more 
tanks and troops into the war 
zone by helicopter, but "free- 
dom fighters” of the Western 
Somali Liberation Front were 
“resisting courageously”. 

"lids is the major battle of 
the war,” one foreign military 
observer 'said. “If the Somalia 
lose Jijiga, they may lose the 
war." 

The recapture of file tiny 
eastern; Ethiopian town is the 
first major gain in the Ethiopian 
counter-offensive. 

It will give a psychological 
boost to the Ethiopians, who 
lost the former tank and radar 
base last September when their 
troops broke and ran after a 
mutiny is their ranks. 

Military observers said the 
Ethiopian victory might mean 
that a significant part of the 
Somali forces are trapped in 
the rugged mountains of east- 


ern Ethiopia without *t^ 

Shah Is won** 

In an Interview with 
tbh Broadcasting CoroS 
screened in television 
on last night, the Shah J 
said he was worried ml 
vd opm ents in the 
Africa “especially if <2?* 
at the future crmseqiZJ 
toe unchecked Cubaa^ 

Another 

baron 

kidnappe 

ANTWERP, March Si 
— Baron Chariot 
pro mi n en t Belgian jgL 
man, was kidnapped btn 
terday, peace repotted a 
Police said he was i 
the parking lot of hfe fcj 
ce Ann, called Brad* 
Baron BracbfS car «a 
on the packing lot afa 
failed to appear at bh- 
yesterday morning. % j, 
trio’s honorary consol a 
In Antwerp. On Jan. 2| n 
Edouard Empain, one of 
glum’s richest bdosttj 
was kidnapped in jy 
masked, armed men. nJ 
tfons to ransom him ad 
going on. 


mandate^ which nms until 
1981, is not at stake. But loss 
of the centre-right majority 
underpinning his government 
would force him to name a 
leftist premier and work with 
leftist platforms calling for 
wide nationalisation of indus- 
try and the naming of Commu- 
nist ministers. 

"The French economy is 
fraeile,” the president told 
leaders of regional economic 
and social committees lunch- 
ing at his Elysee Palace. *T 
have the duty to tell you about 
it It would not stand up for 
long, neither in its prices nor 
in its currency." 

The president made a clearly 
political speech on Jan. 27 in 
which he warned he would be 
unable to stop a leftist govern- 
ment from carrying out its na- 
tionalisation programme. On 
the eve of the official campa- 
ign last month, he called an 
Frenchmen to CTmriy common 
sense in what was interpreted 
as a similar appeal to reject 
leftist promises. 


Gunman candidate objec 
to Guatemalan vote con 

GUATEMALA CITY, March 8 (R). — A gunning march 
Sectoral Tribunal offices has done nothing to speed opfej 
counting in Guatemala’s chaotic general election. Rival; 
dans declared themselves the winners yesterday but the hi 
die Electoral Tribunal, which has the job of counting the 
said final results might not be declared until tomorrow • 
days after the polls dosed. One of the leading candidate! 
Enrique Peralta Azurdla, marched with about 250 ganJ 
supporters to the Tribunal offices yesterday and cmqplil| 
vote rigging. 
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Begin meets Carter next week 
to discuss these disagreements 


tlements in occupied territory 
and Israeli insistence on ma- 
intaining some of them and 
some airfields In Sinai even 
after a withdrawal there. 


Carter vs. setflementg 


President Carter has desc- 
ribed the Jewish settlements 
as a violation of Internation- 
al Law and an obstacle to 
peace, virtually guaranteeing 
difficult talks with Mr. Begin 
next week. 

-The president also shows 
no disposition to change his 
plan to sell 50 F-5 fighters to 
Egypt -- the first American 
weapons for that country for 
a quarter of a century, since 
the days of King Farouk -- 
and 60 advanced F-15s to Sau- 
di Arabia. 

The proposed sales, linked 
with a proposal to sell Israel 
15 F-15s and 75 F-16s, about 
half the number of combat 
planes It sought, are being at- 
tacked by Israel’s supporters 
in Congress. 

But Secretary of State Cy- 
rus Vance said recently that 
the entire package would be 
dismantled if Congress refus- 
ed to approve all its elements. 
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Sadat, Begin consider another meetiqg? 

TEL AVIV, Mazda 8 (Agencies). — Egyptian President 
Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin are cod 
ing meeting again In fixe near future, file Israeli Radio n 
correspondent reported last night- The report said that a} 
of a meeting appeared In messages the two leaders exdj 
last week. 

Ceanseseu purges Romanian Comnranist ftj 

VIENNA, March 8 (R). — President Nicolae Ceausesai d 
ania last night announced a sweeping purge in the Cana 
Party end go v ernment ranks, describing the move was mj 
pt to speed up his austerity programme of economic retort 
official Agerpres news agency published a presidential 
releasing seven ministers and four of the ten secretaries 
party's ruling Central Committee from their jobs, 

Israel wants to sell Efir jets to Taiwan 

j 

TEL AVIV, March 8 (AP). — Israel is seeking U.S. lH 
to sell Taiwan 50 of its Kflr fighter-bombers, Israeli Bawl 
ted today. Defence Minister Ezer Weizman will raise tael 
with U.S. administration heads in Washington nest 
radio reported from New York. A Defence Ministry 
declined the comment. 

Zairese trial for 91 alleged plotters 

KINSHASA, March 8 (R). — Ninety-one people. IncM 
Zairese military officers, go on trial here today on ®*| 
plotting to overthrow President Motobu Sese Sefco. 

Europeans do not blame Cyprus to Larnfl 

PARIS, March 8 (R). — A group of European 
said yesterday Cyprus could not be held responsttriejw " 
ody events at the island's Larnaca Airport last monte* " 
Egyptian commandos were killed. 

Forge-proof passports for Kuwaitis 


KUWAIT;. March 8 (R). — From next month K uwaitis A 
to obtain new forge-proof passports following reporhjf 
of file two gunmen who killed Egyptian journalis t Yt^ 
in Nicosia last month was holding a Kuwaiti passpo* 
terior Ministry said here yesterday, 

Tongsun Parte denies bribes’ invdvaH 


WASHINGTON,- March 8 (R). — South Korean rrr-j, g 
sun Park denied yesterday that he had been 
to buy influence in the U.S. Congress. Mr. Park**??] 
re porters following his fifth day of testimony bchifl*Jfl 
ora to investigators probing allegations of South 
ce-buytng in Congress. 

Mississippi chonical blast injures 4 


VICKSBURG, Mississippi March 8 (AP). — Four ^ 
injured when an explosion ripped open an tosectk*® ^ 
chemical company hero yesterday, sending flames 
smoke into the sky and forcing the ^evacuation , 

1,200 people from, the area, inducing hu nd r ed s of 








